
 
 
Democratic Services Section    
Legal and Civic Services Department 
Belfast City Council 
City Hall 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS 
 
 
8th September 2025 
 
 
MEETING OF THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 

Dear Alderman/Councillor, 

 

The above-named Committee will meet in the Lavery Room - City Hall on Tuesday, 9th 

September, 2025 at 5.15 pm, for the transaction of the business noted below. 

 

You are requested to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
John Walsh 
 
Chief Executive 
 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1. Routine Matters   
 
 (a) Apologies   

 
 (b) Minutes   

 
 (c) Declarations of Interest   

 
2. Deputations   
 
 (a) Request for Deputation - Stranmillis Neighbourhood Association (re: Pilot 

Opening Hours Scheme at Botanic Gardens)   
 

 (b) Deputation from Belfast Healthy Cities (as per the Committee's decision of 
14th January)  (Pages 1 - 2) 

 
3. Matters referred back from the Council/Motions   
 
 (a) Notice of Motion - Review of Funding Levels for Summer Scheme Fund  

(Pages 3 - 4) 
 

4. Restricted Matters   
 

 
 

Public Document Pack
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 (a) Notice of Motion - Support for Leisure Workers  (Pages 5 - 6) 
 

 (b) Request to Address Committee - Lagan Valley Regional Park  (Pages 7 - 10) 
 

 (c) Departmental Finance Report - Quarter 1  (Pages 11 - 18) 
 

 (d) Strategic Cemeteries and Crematorium Working Group - Update  (Pages 19 - 
26) 

 
5. Committee/Strategic Issues   
 
 (a) Invite to Parliamentary Launch of Nature Towns and Cities  (Pages 27 - 28) 

 
 (b) Reference Group on Older People - Update  (Pages 29 - 40) 

 
 (c) Forth Meadow Greenway and Council Park - Update on 24-hour Opening 

Pilot Scheme  (Pages 41 - 54) 
 

 (d) Department for Infrastructure - Consultation re: Grant Support for Inspection 
Requirements (Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland) 2015)  (Pages 55 - 62) 

 
6. Operational Issues   
 
 (a) Resources and Fleet Waste - Update  (Pages 63 - 70) 

 
 (b) Phase 2 of Kerbside Glass Expansion - agreement on streets  (Pages 71 - 

94) 
 

 (c) Events in Parks and Open Spaces  (Pages 95 - 100) 
 

 (d) Dual Language Street Sign Survey - Update  (Pages 101 - 104) 
 

 (e) Proposals for Dual Language Street Signs  (Pages 105 - 108) 
 

 (f) Proposals for the Naming of New Streets  (Pages 109 - 112) 
 

7. Issue Raised in Advance   
 
 (a) Alleygate Key Provision (Councillor Canavan to raise)   

 
 (b) Management of Invasive Species in Council Parks and Open Spaces 

(Councillor Flynn to raise)   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
- 3 - 
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   PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
PRESENTATION FROM BELFAST HEALTHY CITIES 

 
 

 
Subject: Presentation from Belfast Healthy Cities 

 
Date: 9th September 2025 

Reporting Officer: 
Jim Girvan, Director of Neighbourhood Services, CNS 

Contact Officer: Nicola Lane, Neighbourhood Services Manager, CNS 
 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     
 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

  

 

 

 

 

 

x  

x 
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Agenda Item 2b



 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide background to the presentation that will be provided by 

Belfast Healthy Cities CEO, Charlene Brooks at the September P&C meeting.  

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1  Committee is asked to note the contents of the report.   

3.0 Main report 
 

3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 
3.6 
 
 

Background 

Belfast’s membership of the WHO European Healthy Cities Network is facilitated by Belfast 

Healthy Cities (BHC), an independent partnership organisation. In May 2021 the City of Belfast 

was successful in its application to re-designate as a WHO Healthy City and participate in 

Phase VII of the WHO European Healthy Cities Network until April 2026.  

 

WHO European Healthy Cities Network Annual Conference  

Belfast Healthy Cities invited representatives from Belfast City Council to attend the Annual 

WHO Business Meeting in June 2025. Healthy Cities conferences are the main forum for both 

political and technical participants from member cities from across the WHO European Network 

to share experiences, debate and discuss health challenges from the perspective of cities 

throughout the WHO European Region. As no Elected Members were available to attend, 

Belfast Healthy Cities were invited to attend a later meeting of committee to update on the key 

issues discussed at the Annual Business meeting in Turkiye.  

 

The event, held from 17–19 June 2025 at the Atatürk Cultural Center in Bursa, brought together 

city leaders, public health experts, policymakers, and practitioners from the WHO European 

Region under the theme 'Resilient Healthy Cities: Creating Sustainable Urban Futures for All'. 

Over three days, delegates explored how urban environments can be designed and governed 

to improve health, tackle inequalities, and respond to pressing challenges such as climate 

change and demographic shifts. 

 

The conference showcased a range of innovative projects through abstract presentations, 

including Belfast’s own “Greening the City” initiative, which was warmly received as an example 

of urban transformation that supports community health and environmental resilience as well as 

the Healthy Places Healthy Children programme which focuses on the link between children’s 

health and wellbeing and the built environment. 

 

In addition to providing an overview of the key issues discussed at the meeting, Ms Brooks will 

also highlight the key work areas that BHC are involved in at present and provide detail on the 

approach for developing Phase VIII of the WHO European Healthy Cities Network.    

 

Financial & Resource Implications 

Belfast Healthy Cities receives annual funding of £81,294 from Belfast City Council. The current 

three year funding agreement concludes on 31 March 2026.  Council is a core funder of Belfast 

Healthy Cities alongside BHSCT, PHA and NIHE.  

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

None identified. 

4.0 Appendices  
 

4.1 Copy of presentation from Belfast Healthy Cities – to follow 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

 

 

 

 

Subject: Notice of Motion – Review Funding Levels for the Summer 

Scheme Fund 

Date: 

 

9th September, 2025 

Reporting Officer: 

 

David Sales, Strategic Director of City & Neighbourhood Services 

Contact Officer:  Barry Flynn, Committee Services Officer.  

 

Restricted Report     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

 

Call-in     

 

Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  

 

Yes 
 

No 
 

 

1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 

1.1 To bring to the Committee’s attention a motion in relation to ‘Reviewing Funding Levels for 

Summer Scheme Fund’ which the Standards and Business Committee considered on 21st 

August. 

 

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 Members are asked to note that in accordance with Standing Order 13(i) that Notices of 

Motion which commit the Council to expenditure must be referred to the appropriate 

committee for consideration and report. At this time Members are only asked to note that the 

Notice of Motion has been received and that, if agreed, a subsequent report will be brought 

to Committee outlining a detailed consideration of the Notice of Motion and the potential 

costs implications.   

 

3.0 Main Report 

3.1 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.0 

 

 

The Standards and Business Committee, at its meeting on 21st August, referred the following 

motion to the Committee for consideration: 

 

Reviewing Funding Levels for Summer Scheme Fund 

 

To ask Council officers to review the funding levels for the summer scheme fund and 
to provide costings for an updated level of funding to allow providers to adequately 
run schemes. 
 
Proposer:  Councillor Fiona McAteer 
Seconder:  Councillor Christine Bower 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

None at this stage as there is no commitment to proceed with the Notice of Motion.   

Details of any financial and resource implications will be reported at a subsequent meeting. 

X  

 X 
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5.0 

 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications 

This motion, if agreed, may have potential equality, good relations and rural needs 

implications and should be subject to our normal screening process as appropriate. 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
COMMITTEE 

 
 

 

Subject: 
 
Heritage Lottery Nature Towns and Cities - Launch Event  

 

Date: 9th September 2025 
 

Reporting Officer: David Sales, Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhood Services 
 

Contact Officer: Barry Flynn, Committee Services Officer 
 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report 
 

1.1 To seek the Committee’s retrospective approval for the Chairperson’s attendance at the 
parliamentary launch of the Heritage Lottery’s Nature Towns and Cities project. 
 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 The Committee is requested to grant retrospective approval at outlined. 
 

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

3.1 

 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

The Committee will recall that, at its meeting on 5th August, it had noted that the Council, in 
conjunction with Ulster Wildlife, had been awarded £850,514 from the Heritage Lottery’s Nature 
Towns and Cities to oversee the delivery of a range of initiatives across Belfast and surrounding 
areas. The Council’s initiatives would build on existing initiatives, such as the Future of Northern 
Ireland's Urban Green Spaces report, and work undertaken on Nature Recovery Networks and 
Belfast 2024. 
 
Subsequent to the August meeting, an invitation was extended to the Chairperson to attend the 
parliamentary launch of the initiative on 8th September at the Terrace Pavilion in the House of 
Commons, an event sponsored by Clive Betts M.P. Given the significance and scale of the 
project, it was considered appropriate that the Council be represented at the event. However, 
given the timing of Committee meetings, it has not been possible to seek prior approval, hence 
authority is being sought retrospectively.  
  

4.0 Financial Implications 

 The costs associated with attendance at the event, including flights and accommodation, is 
estimated at £350.00, provision for which exists within departmental budgets.  
 

5.0 Appendices 

  
None.  

 

X 
 

 

 x 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES  

OLDER PEOPLE’S REFERENCE GROUP 

 

 

Subject: OLDER PEOPLE’S REFERENCE GROUP 

 

Date: 7th September 2025 

 

Reporting Officer: Jim Girvan – Director of Neighbourhood Services 

 

Contact Officer: 

Nicola Lane, Neighbourhood Services Manager 

Joanna Holland, Age Friendly Co-ordinator 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 

which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 

council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 

person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

 

 

 

 

x 
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Call-in     

 

Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  

 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update committee on the key issues discussed at the 

Reference Group on Older People Meeting held on 10th June 2025.  

2.0 Recommendations 

2,1 Members are asked to note the contents of the paper and consider the recommendation 

from the OPRG to invite the Alzheimer’s Society to a future P&C committee meeting to 

learn more about the work of the organisation. 

3.0 Main report 

 

3.1 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

3.6 

 

 

3.7 

Key Issues 

The Reference Group on Older People is a working group of the People and Communities 

Committee which meets on a quarterly basis and consists of an elected member from each 

of the political parties. The minutes from the Reference Group on Older People are brought 

before the Committee for approval. 

 

The meeting was held on 10th June 2025 in the City Hall. Members may wish to note the 

following update on the main items discussed.  

 

Age Friendly Belfast Update 

The Age Friendly Coordinator provided the Members with updates on key actions that have 

been delivered in relation to the Age Friendly Belfast Plan 2023-2027. Further detail is 

provided in Appendix 1.  

Alzheimer's Society Overview 

 

Alzheimer’s Society – Overview of services 

Ms. Hanna from the Alzhiermers Society provided the Reference Group with a presentation 

on the work of the Alzheimer’s Society and outlined available local services.  

 

The Chair of the Reference Group thanked Ms Hanna for the information provided and it 

was agreed that members of P&C should be asked to consider hearing a presentation from 

Alzheimer’s Society at a future committee meeting.   

. 

Financial & Resource Implications 

All work outlined in this report will be carried out within existing budgets and staff resources 

of Age Friendly Belfast and the partners involved. 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

This work is part of The Age Friendly Belfast Plan which has been equality and rural needs 

screened in line with the Council’s agreed processes. 

x 
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4.0 Appendices - Documents Attached 

 

4.1 Appendix 1 – Minutes of the Older Person’s Reference Group 10.6.25 
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Reference Group on Older People 
 

Tuesday, 10th December, 2024 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
REFERENCE GROUP ON OLDER PEOPLE 

 
Members present:  Alderman Copeland; and 
 Councillors McCabe and Smyth. 
 

 In attendance:  Ms. J. Holland, Age Friendly Coordinator; 
   Ms. M. Higgins, Lead Officer - Community Provision; and  
  Mrs. L. McLornan, Committee Services Officer. 
 
 
 

Election of Chairperson 
 
 Moved by Councillor Smyth, 
 Seconded by Alderman Copeland and 
 

 Resolved – that Alderman Copeland be elected to serve as Chairperson of the 
Reference Group on Older People until the Annual meeting of Council in June 2025. 

 
Apologies 

 
 No apologies were reported. 
 

Minutes 
     
 The minutes of the meeting of 19th March, 2024 were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 
 

Declarations of Interest 
 

 No declarations of interest were recorded. 
 

Update on Age Friendly Belfast Plan  
and other activities 

 
 The Age Friendly Coordinator presented the undernoted report to the Working 
Group: 
 

“1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 
 
1.1 To update members on the Age Friendly Belfast plan and Age Friendly 

Belfast activities. 
 
2.0 Recommendations 
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2,1 Members are asked to note the updates provided on the Age Friendly 

Belfast Plan and activities. 
 
3.0 Main report 
 
3.1 Key Issues 
 
 Age Friendly Belfast Plan 2023 – 2027 
 
 Members will recall that the plan focuses on the following key themes;   
 

1. Infrastructure/getting out and about.  
2. Social connections 
3. Health and wellbeing 
4. Financial security/cost of living 

 
3.2 Infrastructure 
 
 Age Friendly Design Principles 
 
 The Age Friendly Coordinator in partnership with the Age Friendly 

Coordinator in Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Council arranged a 
webinar for Thursday 24th October from Dr Mark Hammond -to explore 
how the needs and aspirations of older people can be better addressed 
by architects, planners and developers creating new residential 
developments.  

 
 Forty-six people from a wide range of occupations attended the webinar 

and there was positive feedback.  
 
 The next steps are to identify through focus groups with older people 

some of the housing issues and then establish a housing subgroup. This 
piece of work is being done in collaboration with the Age Friendly 
Network NI.  

 
3.3 Social Connections /health and wellbeing 
 
 Connection Hub update 
 
 The numbers of older people dropping in to the Grapevine session in 2 

Royal Avenue continues to increase. The times have reduced by one 
hour, so now people can call in between 11am-1pm- this was done based 
on volunteer feedback. Responding to a request for some information 
about the BT digital Switchover due to concerns about the upcoming 
changes to landlines, Colin from Supporting Communities came along 
to answer queries and offer advice on 19th November.   

 
 The steering group of the Grapevine met on 21st November and have 

agreed that the remaining budget is used to provide activities within the 
drop-in times. Volunteers will ask participants about some of the 
activities they would like, and the Age Friendly Coordinator will organise 
these for the New Year. An evaluation of the project will take place in the 
New Year using case studies from participants and volunteers. 
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 Health and well-being booklets 
 
 Belfast Trust has recently updated the health and well-being booklets- 

which provide a fantastic resource to older people, carers and people 
working with older people. Copies will be put in members pigeonholes, 
please get in touch with the Age Friendly Coordinator if you would like 
more copies. 

 
 Isolation and Loneliness Training 
 
 The Older, Active & Connected Programme Co-ordinator from the Belfast 

Health and Social Care Trust organised more sessions of the isolation 
and loneliness sessions- these took place between October and 
November. More sessions are planned for Jan- March 2025.  Four 
volunteers from the Grapevine connection hub participated in the 
training sessions during October. 

 
 Physical Activity kit bags for older People 
 
 As part of the Active Ageing partnership there have been discussions 

with colleagues to establish suitable training for ACDO’s and possibly 
CDO’s in Community centres. This would ensure the delivery of a 
physical activity programme using the kit bags. The result being an 
enhanced level of physical activity for older people in a community 
setting and therefore reducing risks of falls.    

 
 Positive Ageing Month 
 
 The 35-page Positive Ageing Month booklet highlighted more than 100 

different activities on offer to older people across Belfast delivered by a 
range of partners. These were circulated via email through various 
distribution lists, as well as hard copies in different venues across 
Belfast. 

 
 Below is a summary of the BCC direct delivery during Positive Ageing 

Month  
 
 Tuesday 1st October boccia taster session 
 
 A boccia taster session was facilitated by Sport changes Lives and ran 

alongside the Grapevine session. Ten participants attended, older 
men/women, and people with disabilities.  Some observations from the 
session were that people who were quieter in the normal drop-in 
sessions became very animated during the boccia session. The Heart 
Project were also in attendance to provide health checks and were able 
to offer referrals and advise people on follow up particularly in the case 
of high blood pressure readings.  

  
 Friday 4th October Age Convention Event-  
 
 70 people attended the age convention event, which was used to launch 

Positive Ageing Month and the new health and wellbeing booklet from 
the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust. From the evaluation forms 20 
people had never attended the Age Convention Event before. Comments 
in forms included ‘brings lots of strangers and pensioners together in a 
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friendly atmosphere’ and ‘it’s great to see so many events for Age 
Positive Month’.  

  
 Tuesday 8th October 
 
 Due to high demand two tea dances were organised a morning and 

afternoon session in Belfast Castle to coincide with their 90th 
celebrations. In total there were 110 people.  Once the music started 
there was lots of dancing and feedback from talking to people included 
memories of family weddings in the castle,    

  
 Tuesday 15th October flags to bags workshop 
 
 In conjunction with the BCC outreach waste education officer - 

participants were able to make bags from recycled advertising 
flags.  Learning new skills whilst meeting new people. 

 
 Two movie afternoons  
 
 (15th & 22nd Oct) 
 
 There were nearly 100 people at each film. The first film was Calamity 

Jane, and the other was Arsenic and Old Lace both shown in the in the 
City Hall. Feedback included ‘bringing back memories of watching the 
film when younger with parents/ siblings’ and there were requests to 
show more films.   

 
 One lady emailed us ‘I'd like to say thank you for a wonderful afternoon's 

entertainment with Cary Grant in Arsenic and Old Lace several people 
told me they had never seen it before and enjoyed it immensely. I think 
you could rerun it in 2 years- I loved it’. 

 
 Wednesday 16th October- walking tour of Friars Bush Graveyard 
 
 Inundated with requests for this, 27 people attended and will look at the 

possibility of doing another tour in the New Year.   
 
 Tea dance 
 
 Age Friendly Christmas Tea dance took place on Tuesday 3rd December 

in 2 Royal Avenue. The tea dances attract great numbers and many 
people attending by themselves to enjoy the company. 

  
 The Volunteer Celebration Event 
 
 Taking place on Tuesday 10th December 2024 4.30pm- 6.00pm. This 

year’s event will showcase examples of volunteering across Belfast, but 
more importantly thank the amazing volunteers for their contribution to 
older people in Belfast!    

 
 2025 Age Friendly calendars  
 
 A box of these will be left in the Members room in case any constituents 

would like some. Deliveries will also be made to organisations who 
support older people and posted out to individuals. Feedback from 
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residents is that the calendars are a good size to be able to put in health 
appointments, so they aren’t missed.  

 
3.4 Financial Security/ cost of living 
 
 Winter Planning  
 
 The Seasonal Planning subgroup and Citywide Loneliness subgroups 

met in November to share information about the support for older people 
in terms of practical support for keeping warm, but also to ensure 
connection and well-being over the winter/ Christmas period.  

 
 An updated list of services of support, including opening hours available 

to older people over the Christmas period is currently being updated by 
organisations. Once completed this will be emailed to all members of the 
All-Party Reference Group on Older People for reference.    

  
 Winter Warm Packs 
 
 Volunteer Now, Engage with Age and North Belfast Seniors Forum have 

received winter warm packs via the Public Health Agency and will be 
distributing to older people based on need. 

 
 Belfast City Council have only a few winter warm packs at this point. If 

winter warmth packs are requested contact 08001422865 or email 
handyman@brysonpathways.org and a home safety check will also be 
provided.  

 
 Fuel Stamps 
 
 Council co-ordinates and promotes these stamps. Information is on the 

Council website – Heating Your Home section. Heating your home 
(belfastcity.gov.uk) 

 
 Affordable Warmth Scheme 
 
 This is overseen by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive. It is an 

application-based scheme and people are assigned with a case officer 
to support with the application, if required. The advice line number for 
this scheme is: 0800 111 44 55.  

 
 Cost of Living Booklet 
 
 This will be distributed to organisations who support older people and 

the Greater Belfast Seniors Forum as well as advice providers and 
libraries. Further information will also be available here Cost of living 
support (belfastcity.gov.uk) 

 
 Pat Colton from Advice Space joins the meeting today to provide an 

overview of advice services. 
 
 Financial & Resource Implications 
 
 All work outlined in this report will be carried out within existing budgets 

and staff resources of Age Friendly Belfast and the partners involved. 
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 Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
 This work is part of The Age Friendly Belfast Plan which has been 

equality and rural needs screened in line with the Council’s agreed 
processes.” 

 
 The Working Group noted the update and thanked the staff which had been 
involved. 
 

Update on Seasonal Planning Approach 
 
 The Age Friendly Coordinator and the Lead Officer - Community Provision provided 
the Working Group with an overview of the meetings which had been held in respect of the 
Council’s seasonal planning approach.   
 

The Members were reminded about the Winter Warm packs and the Affordable 
Warmth Scheme.  The Lead Officer advised the Members that the Council had made 
£30,000 available through the Hardship Programme to supplement the PHA Winter Warm 
packs and that it was going through the procurement process.   
 

The Working Group was reminded that there were key contacts and signposting to a 
range of services in the Cost of Living Guide which had been circulated to all Members.   

 
It was agreed that leaflets with further details would be left in the Members’ Room for 

those who wanted to distribute them to older people within their constituency. 
 

Noted. 
 

Update on Warm and Well Project  
(National Energy Action NI) 

 
 The Working Group was advised that Mr. H. McVeigh, NEA NI, had unfortunately 
been unable to attend the meeting at short notice but that he would be invited to attend the 
next meeting.   
 

Update on Advice Space Support & Services 
 
 Mr. P. Colton, Service Manager at Advice Space (formerly known as Citizens Advice), 
was welcomed to the meeting.  He provided the Working Group with an overview of the 
range of services that Advice Space provided.  He highlighted that it provided free, impartial 
and confidential advice to all ages, on a wide variety of topics including housing and access 
to benefits.  He outlined that their advice services were funded and used by a number of 
charities including Chest, Heart and Stroke, Cystic Fibrosis, the Cedar Foundation and 
Macmillan Cancer.  The Members were advised that the service had received over 23,700 
calls since January 2024. 
 
 He highlighted that 75% of their work was benefits-related and encouraged the 
Members to check whether their elderly constituents might be eligible for Attendance 
Allowance, which was a non-means tested benefit.  He pointed out that, quite often, claiming 
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Attendance Allowance could lead to other benefits for which they were also eligible being 
highlighted, such as Pension Credit. 
 
 The Working Group thanked Mr. Colton for his detailed update and it was agreed that 
information regarding the Advice Space service would be made available in the Members’ 
Room. 
 

Noted. 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The Working Group noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, 11th 
March 2025. 
 
 In terms of future agenda items, it was agreed that Mr. E. Quinn (Engage with Age) 
as well as the Commissioner for Older People NI be invited to attend a future meeting. It 
was noted that the current Commissioner would soon be leaving his post but that the new 
Commissioner, if in post, would be invited.  
 
 
 

Chairperson 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject: 

Update on 24 hour opening pilot for Forth Meadow Greenway and 5 
Council Parks Sites 

 
Date: 

Tuesday 9th September 2025 

 
Reporting Officer: Stephen Leonard, Operational Director of Resource, Fleet and OSS 

 
Contact Officer: Eiméar McCullough, Lead Officer - OSS 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

1.1 
 

In August this committee considered a report on the findings of the two consultation exercises 
on the possible extension of the opening hours of the Forth Meadow Community Greenway 
(FMG) and five other park sites.  This report provides an update on information the committee 
requested following consideration of that report. 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 
 

Members are asked to note further information in relation to the lighting schemes for 5-pilot 
park sites and the proposed timeframe for trialling 24hr opening of FMG. 

3.0 Main report 

3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members will recall that at P&C Committee on 5th August 2025 [see Appendix 1] officers 
provided an update on the key findings of the Forth Meadow Community Greenway 
Opening Hours (FMG) and Opening Hours Pilots (5 park sites) consultation exercises; and 
in relation to both - noted residents feedback, including views on opening hours preference 
for each greenway section/ park site, programming and further physical enhancements.  
 
 

 X 

 

 

 

 

x  
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Members agreed to trial the 24 hour opening of the FMG.  Members requested further 
information to be brought back on trialling extended gate opening hours along the 
Greenway for a one-year period. Members deferred consideration of the 5 Opening Hours 
Pilots to allow further information to be submitted on each park to the Committee. This 
paper is to be considered by way of update to that request. 
 
 Opening Hours Pilots (5 sites) - Next Steps 
Ensuring park safety through artificial lighting and additional security was highlighted by 
residents as a requirement to extended opening hours at all park sites (Botanic Gardens, 
Belmont Park, Falls Park, Ormeau Park, Woodvale Park), and in particular those currently 
not benefitting from lighting (Botanic Gardens, Ormeau Park, Belmont Park).  
 
Members are reminded that the installation of any new lighting infrastructure requires 
significant capital investment. Further to Members discussion at August’ P&C Committee, 
officers can confirm that artificial lighting at the park sites have been included within the 
‘Park Improvement Programme’ which is currently a Stage 1- Emerging under the Capital 
Programme which has enabled feasibility monies to be allocated. This feasibility support 
will now allow studies to be progressed to develop costed options for each park site to 
include lighting and other safety measures and will be informed by ecological assessments 
and further engagement. There is no timetable for the work at present however officers are 
aware that members would like to see this work completed as soon as possible and are 
working with colleagues in Physical Programmes to expedite this work.  Once this has 
been completed for each park officers will bring proposals back to members that will also 
include animation plans, security /patrolling measures including costings. 
 
Forth Meadow Community Greenway Next Steps 
 
In considering optimal timeframe for trialling of extended/ 24-hour gate opening hours along 
the Greenway for a one-year period, Members are reminded that additional security and 
warden staff are currently being considered as part of Council’s Park Warden Review. 
Officers plan to take a proposal to a future meeting of this committee on the future.  
 
Members will recall that at P&C Committee on 10th October 2023 in seeking to promote 
and enhance the usage of newly established or refurbished park properties it was agreed 
that an ‘annual programming budget of £15,000 is allocated to all new Parks’ [See 
Appendix 2]. Taking account of the scale of the FMG and two large park sites within one 
of its 5 sections (Falls Park and Springfield Park / Dam) potentially 6 separate animation 
plans would therefore be required at a cost of £90,000.   
 
Officers are proposing to commence the pilot in April 2026 as this would allow time to 
develop operational and animation plans over the coming months, and have them ready to 
implement in parallel to the pilot ensuring increased participation and positive and safe use 
of the FMG.  These plans will be developed in consultation with colleagues in Community 
Provision to consider any additional diversionary monies are required to support sites 
which continue to be impacted upon by ASB.  Similar to other Council parks sites at 
community interfaces – a ‘Forth Meadow Community Greenway Gate Closure Protocol’ will 
be in place throughout the pilot which can be activated for any of the gates in response to a 
security assessment by the PSNI.   
 
At the end of the consultation period there will an opportunity to carry out a further 
consultation exercise to gauge community perception in advance of formalising opening 
hours into the Greenways By-Laws. Learning from Forth Meadow Greenway extended 
opening hours 1 year pilot will also help inform operational requirements to facilitate later 
opening hours across the 5 park sites from a park warden service and security perspective.  
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Financial & Resource Implications 
There is currently no revenue budget in place to support both the required animation of and 
the additional patrolling of the Greenway during the pilot phase.  Growth bids for both will 
be submitted into the revenue estimates process for 26/27. 
 
Lighting at the park sites have been included within the ‘Park Improvement Programme’ 
which is currently a Stage 1- Emerging under the Capital Programme. Feasibility monies 
are now in place to allow costed lighting options to be developed.   
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments 
Both consultation exercises were equality screened. There are no Equality or Good Relations 
Implications /Rural Needs Assessments associated with this report.  

4.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 

 
 

Appendix 1 – 8th August 2025 P&C Committee report, Forth Meadow Community 
Greenway Opening Hours and Opening Hours and Opening Hours Pilots (5 park sites) – 
Consultation Findings 
Appendix 2 – 10th October 2023 P&C Committee Report - Páirc an Lonnáin  
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APPENDIX ONE 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject: 

Forthmeadow Community Greenway Opening Hours Consultation and 
Opening Hours Pilots (5 park sites) Consultation – Key Findings 

 
Date: 

5th August 2025 

 
Reporting Officer: 

Stephen Leonard, Director Resources, Fleet and Open Spaces & 
Streetscene 
 

 
Contact Officer: Eiméar McCullough, Lead Officer - OSS 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     
 
 
 

Call-in     

 

 

 

 

 

X 
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Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 
 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

1.1 

 

To update Members on key findings of two community consultation exercises -  
Forthmeadow Community Greenway Opening Hours Consultation, and Opening Hours 
Pilots (5 park sites) consultation exercise and agree next steps.  

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 
 

Members are asked to note key findings for both consultation exercises and consider and 
approve next steps as follows.  
Forthmeadow Greenway 

- Note resident feedback and opening hours preference for each section/site 
- Note comments on programming or further physical enhancements to the FMG 
- Consider trialling alternative gate opening hours (24/7 or other) for any of 

section/sites within the Greenway for a one-year period; or alternatively agree to 
officers formalising standard dawn-to-dusk opening hours into the Greenways By-
Laws 

 
 
Opening Hours Pilots 

- Note resident feedback on each of the 5 park sites, including combined feedback on 
Falls Park from both consultation exercises 

- Note the need for artificial lighting and additional security to ensure park safety were 
highlighted as barriers/concerns to extended opening hours across all five park 
surveys. 
 

3.0 Main report 

3.1 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

Members will recall that at P&C Committee on 14th January 2025 [see Appendix 1] 
officer’s updated on planned consultation exercise into residents views on the opening 
hours of the Forth Meadow Greenway, as well as a separate consultation exercise - 
Opening Hour Pilots at 4 park sites (Botanic gardens, Falls Park, Ormeau Park and 
Woodvale Park). The inclusion of a further site, Belmont Park, was agreed at this time. 

Since its construction the Forthmeadow Community Greenway, as well as the 5 Park sites 
that are the focus of the Opening hours consultation follow Council’s standard ‘dawn 
(7.30am at earliest) to dusk (10pm at latest)’ opening hours pattern with times changing 
throughout the seasons as daylight lengthens or shortens. This report sets out the findings 
of both consultation exercises on extending Greenway gates/ parks opening, and sets out 
associated recommendations for Member’s further consideration and agreement. 
 
Forthmeadow Community Greenway Opening Hours Consultation 

Officers ran an open survey on Council’s Your Say platform from 15th January to 27th 
February 2025 and held three drop-in sessions in late January at Highfield Community 
Centre, Springfield Park (Dam) and Falls Park Bowling Pavilion. The aim of the 
consultation was to capture residents’ views on 24 hour /7 day a week (24/7) opening of 14 
gates across the Greenway that connect on to its main lit spine, as well as any other 
suggestions relating to the opening hours of individual gates. It was also an opportunity to 
get view on concerns/ barriers to supporting and suggested programming/activities and 
further physical improvements required to facilitate extended hours of use. 

X  
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The consultation was promoted through Council’s social media pages and communications 
to a range of stakeholders including local resident groups, environmental groups, 
community groups and elected members. In addition to the erection of posters (that 
included QR codes linking to the survey) in the local community facilities and at entrances 
to the Greenway, at Member’s request, an additional leaflet drop took place within 
residential areas in proximity to the Greenway.  Whilst only two of the drop-in sessions 
were well attended, the online survey inviting views on 24/7 opening of 14 gates on the 
Greenway that connect directly onto its lit spine/pathway, attracted 156 responses.  
 
Findings  
Consultation feedback confirmed community preference for existing operational hours 
pattern to be retained for all sections, with the exception of Glencairn Park to Forthriver 
Linear Park Section (Forthriver Crescent and Forthriver Road gate) where views on 24/7 
opening were mixed.  The overwhelming reason given by respondents for not supporting of 
24/7 opening was anti-social behaviour and safety concerns. 
 
14 alternative suggestions were made in relation to opening the various sections of the 
Greenway 24/7. These included retaining existing dawn to dusk opening (5), and closing 
later in the evening [during wintertime] 9pm (4), 9/10pm (1) and 8pm (3). 85 comments on 
programming or further physical enhancements were received ranging from cycling, (dog) 
walking/ running groups to enhanced lighting to improve safety and exercise/outdoor gym 
facilities. 
 
An overview of the consultation findings for each section are summarised in the table 
below, and a detailed analysis of feedback on each gate within is within ‘Appendix 1 – 
Forthmeadow Greenway Consultation – Detailed Analysis’ 
 

Section Gates 
Consulted Upon 

Consultation Finding 

Section 1 - Glencairn 
Park to Forthriver 
Linear Park  
 

Overall respondents were not opposed to both pedestrian 
gates consulted upon remaining open 24/7 (over 56% in 
favour or undecided for each gate); however out of those 
recorded as living in close proximity to this Section (5 
minutes’ walk or less away) – half (50%) were against 
Forthmeadow Crescent gate remaining open 24/7. 

Section 2 - 
Ballygomartin Road to 
Springfield Road 
 

Respondents overall, and those living in close proximity to the 
section, were marginally against the two pedestrian gates 
consulted upon in this part of the Greenway remaining open 
24/7. (48% of respondents overall & 56% of those living 5 
mins walk away from the Section were against) 

Section 3 – Springfield 

Park (Dam) to Falls 

Park  

 

Springfield Dam 
Respondents overall, including those living in close proximity 
to Springfield Dam, were against the three pedestrian gates 
and one vehicular gate within the site remaining open 24/7. 
 
Falls Park  
Respondents overall, including those specifically living in 
close proximity to Falls Park, were against the two 
pedestrian and one vehicular gate consulted on within the 
Falls Park site remaining open 24/7. 
Note: Falls Parks gate opening hours were subject of both 
consultation exercises. 
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Section 4 - Bog 

Meadows Nature 

Reserve  

 

Respondents overall, including those living in close proximity 
to the section, were against the two pedestrian gates and 
one vehicular gate in this section remaining open 24/7 (59% 
against); however the 31 residents recorded as living in close 
proximity to this section (5 minutes’ walk or less away) – were 
marginally in favour or undecided (52%) about the Donegall 
Road (Broadway) pedestrian gate remaining open 24/7. 

 

Opening Hours Pilots Consultation (5 park sites) 

Officers ran an open survey on Council’s Your Say platform from 19th February 2025 to 16th 
April 2025 and held five drop-in engagement sessions - one at each of the park sites 
throughout March and April. The aim of the consultation was to capture residents’ views on 
extending opening hours of the parks. Similarly to the previous consultation exercise, it was 
also an opportunity to get views on concerns/ barriers to supporting, suggested 
programming/activities and further physical improvements required to facilitate extended 
hours of use. 

The consultation was promoted on Council’s social media pages and through 
communications to a range of stakeholders including local resident groups, environmental 
groups, community groups and elected members. In addition to the erection of posters in 
the local community facilities and at entrances, (all included QR codes linking to the 

survey) - a leaflet drop took place within residential areas in close proximity to each of the 
park sites and banners were erected within the parks. 
 
The 5 online surveys inviting views on extending opening hours at each of the park sites 
attracted a total of 1678 responses overall, which are broken down as follows: Botanic 
Gardens (652), Ormeau Park (593), Woodvale Park (308), with smaller levels of interest for 
both Belmont Park (51) and Falls Park (47) - however the combined number of responses 
for Falls Park across both consultation exercises was 203. 
 
Consultation feedback has confirmed community support for extended park opening hours 
at Botanic Gardens (70% in favour, 4% undecided), Ormeau Park (70% in favour, 3% 
undecided), and Belmont Park (71% in favour 6% undecided). Across these sites the most 
favoured opening hours pattern was overwhelmingly 24/7 opening however there were a 
number of concerns were raised in relation safety and ASB and the need for more security 
to facilitate extended use. The need for artificial lighting to ensure park safety was 
highlighted as the main physical barrier to extended opening hours across all park surveys. 
Concern over the impact of artificial lighting on wildlife was a theme across all park 
surveys, with the need for ecological assessments and use of wildlife/bat friendly lighting 
suggested by a number of respondents. 
 
Although there was support for Fall Parks’ opening hours being extended, this was not in 
line with the views of the majority of overall respondents for both consultation exercise 
including to the more detailed Forthmeadow Greenway (FMG) consultation. Overall circa 
58% of the 203 respondents for both consultation exercises were against changes to 
opening hours of specific gates/ park in general. There was no clear support for extending 
the opening hours of Woodvale Park (65% against) at this time with the main reason being 
ASB concerns. Detailed analysis of all park surveys are found in Appendix 3 – ‘Parks 
Opening Hours Consultation – Detailed Analysis (5 sites)’, and an overview of Falls 
Park’s finding in Appendix – 4 ‘Falls Park Combined Analysis’. 
 
The requirement for artificial lighting to facilitate extended park use and ensure safety 
during darker hours was raised a total of 956 times across all surveys. Members are 
reminded that the installation of any new lighting infrastructure would require significant 
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capital investment, and that any requests for lighting schemes to be considered for any 
sites must be directed through to Council’s Capital Programme for progression through 
standard stages.  This will also be an opportunity for ecological assessments to be carried 
out in respect to potential gate/route options, and for wildlife friendly lighting options and 
any associated path improvements that may be required to be explored. 

Financial & Resource Implications 

There is currently no revenue budget in place to support any potential animation and 
patrolling of the Forthmeadow Community Greenway or any of the pilot parks should their 
opening hours be extended.  There is currently no budget in place to fund any requests for 
lighting schemes at the park sites or any other physical enhancements along FMG.  These 
would be required to be taken through the Council’s capital process.  

Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments 

There are no Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments associated 

with this report. Both consultation exercises have been equality screened. 

4.0 Appendices 
 

 
 

Appendix 1 – 14th January 2025 P&C Committee report, Update on two planned 
consultation exercises - Forthmeadow Community Greenway Opening Hours and Opening 
Hours Pilots (4 park sites) 
Appendix 2 - Forthmeadow Greenway Consultation – Detailed Analysis 
Appendix 3 - Parks Opening Hours Consultation – Detailed Analysis (5 sites) 
Appendix 4 - Falls Park Combined Analysis 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 

Subject: Páirc an Lonnáin 
 

Date: Tuesday 10 October 2023 

 
Reporting Officer: David Sales, Director of Neighbourhood Services 

 
Contact Officer: Cormac McCann, Lead Officer Community Provision  

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

X  

 

 

 

 

 

X  
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1.1 
 
 
 
1.2 
 

To provide a report as requested by Councillor Black at Council on 4 September 2023 in 

relation to the operation of the Páirc an Lonnáin and the reinstatement of the temporary 

facility management agreement that had previously been in place. 

To agree an approach to local management and programming of the facility. 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 

 

 

 

 

2.2 

 

2.3 

 

 

 

2.4 

That Council enters into a five-year Agreement with Falls Residents Association to enable 

local operation of the site, to include keyholding, litter picking and community programming 

which will maximise the opportunities from the capital investment and minimise the 

negative impact which anti-social behaviour had on the area prior to the site development. 

 

That an annual programming budget of £15,000 is allocated for all new parks. 

 

Where Council approves management arrangements with a local organisation, this budget 

is made available to the Agreement holder, subject to officer approval of a planned 

programme and subsequent reporting. 

 

If People & Communities Committee are in agreement with the suggested approach of 

providing £15k pa funding for all new parks, then this matter should be referred to Strategic 

Policy & Resources Committee for consideration as part of the estimates process. 

3.0 Main report 
 

 

 

3.1 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Issues 

 

People and Communities Committee of 6 November 2018, within a report on asset 

acquisition, approved the establishment of a bespoke management arrangement at the 

Building Successful Communities regeneration project at Páirc an Lonnáin.   

 

Officers worked with the local community organisation and developed a key holding 

agreement which supported access and activity at the site outside normal park opening 

hours. The group have been providing key holding for the site and continue to deliver a 

diverse range of programmes. 

 

Whilst the Agreement holder is undertaking duties previously undertaken by Open Spaces 

and Street Scene operatives, the key holding Agreement does not include an annual 

amount which Council would provide to the Agreement holder.  Following opening of the 

regenerated park, Council provided financial support of £15,000 for the initial year of 

operation for evidenced activity programming costs.  Council provided further financial 

support of approximately £2,000 through Parks Outreach budgets for Halloween and 

Christmas activity in 2022.  No further payments have been made to the group.   
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The work of this group at the site is saving Council revenue budget in terms of litter 

collection and maintenance, whilst their work in promoting positive animation at the site 

also safeguards against ASB behaviour and damage/repair costs which are high at nearby 

sites such as Dunville and Falls Parks. The group is currently receiving no funding from 

council and a revised Agreement would remedy this situation and ensure local supervision 

and community operation of the site. 

 

Officers have recognised the need for significant growth in budgets to support operational 

and maintenance activity at all new parks.  It is also important that specific budgets are in 

place to animate new spaces to ensure achievement of planned outcomes from capital 

investment.  

 

Existing budgets within the Parks Events and Outreach team are stretched to support 

planned programming and development activity at current sites.  Animation of new assets 

requires intensive delivery of programmes to kick start local activity which in some locations 

will move towards long term self-sufficient programming.  Currently there are seven new 

parks assets, recently operating or due to come into operation, which do not have specific 

animation budgets for early development of local community programming.  

 

Financial & Human Resource Implications 

This report will commit an amount of £15,000 per annum to support a revised Agreement at 

this site, this amount is not currently included in any revenue budgets. Consideration 

should be given to adopting this programming budget at all new parks. 

 

Asset and Other Implications 

This approach at Páirc an Lonnáin will ensure that the local community manage key 

holding of a Council asset and develop appropriate programming at the site for local 

community benefit.  The availability of a programme budget at all new parks will help to 

ensure that positive animation is in place from the outset of the asset’s life. 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

There are no known implications. 

4.0 Appendices – Documents Attached  
 

 None 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Department for Infrastructure consultation on proposals for Grant 

support for initial supervision and inspection requirements of the 

Reservoirs Act 

 
Date: 09 September 2025   

 
Reporting Officer: 

 

Stephen Leonard, Director Resources, Fleet and Open Spaces 
& Streetscene 

 
Contact Officer: Gary McNeill, Lead Officer, OSS, Landscape Planning & Development  

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of main Issues 
 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 

The Department for Infrastructure opened consultations on 23 June 2025 on proposals for a 
grant scheme to support reservoir managers with the initial supervision and inspection 
requirements of the Reservoirs Act (NI) 2015.  The consultation closes on 16 September 
2025. 

 

This paper provides background information and includes a draft response, for Members’ 
approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

X  

x 
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2.0 Recommendations 
 

2.1 
 
 
 

The Committee is asked to agree the proposed consultation response attached in 
Appendix 1 and to agree to officers forwarding the response to the Department by the 
closing date of 16th September 2025 and advising it remains draft and subject to full 
Council ratification on 01 October 2025.  
 

3.0 Main report 
 

3.1 
 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.6 
 
 
 
 

The Department for Infrastructure (DfI) is seeking views on a proposal for a grant scheme to 
support reservoir managers with the initial supervision and inspection requirements of the 
Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland) 2015. 

 

The Reservoirs Act (NI) 2015 (“the Act”) provides a regulatory framework for reservoir safety 
that will mitigate against potential harm that may arise in the event of an uncontrolled release 
of water or flooding as a result of reservoir failure. It aims to mitigate the flood risk from 
reservoirs capable of holding 10,000 cubic metres of water above the natural level of any 
part of the surrounding land. These reservoirs are known as “controlled reservoirs”, Council 
currently manage five at: 

 

 Springfield Dam 

 Half Moon Lake 

 Waterworks Park (Upper) 

 Waterworks Park (Lower) 

 Alexandra Park 

 

All are registered with the Department, and each holds more than 10,000 cubic metres of 
water.   

 
The Act sets out the fundamental components of the Assembly’s reservoir safety policy, 
which is based on industry best practice, for the safety of reservoirs. The implementation of 
the Act will mean that those reservoirs within the scope of the Act, are subject to a 
regulated system, which in turn will provide assurance in terms of the protection of people, 
property, the environment and economic activity. 
 
In advance of the further commencement of the Act, which is expected following passage 
through the NI Assembly in 2025, the consultation provides information on how the 
Department seeks to support those reservoir managers who are deemed to need financial 
support, to comply with the initial supervision and inspection requirements of the Act. 
 

Members should note that since 2015, Council have been managing our reservoirs by 
adhering to best practice recommendations set out in the Act.  This includes daily inspections 
of three of the dams (undertaken by Council officers), and the appointment of AECOM as 
Supervising Engineers who undertake monthly / annual safety inspections and prepare on-
site emergency plans at all five reservoirs. More detailed inspections, by a UK All Reservoirs 
Panel Engineer are also required every 10 years. 

 

Members should also note that the Council has planned major capital investment to enhance 
reservoir safety at Waterworks Park and Alexandra Park in the coming years. 
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In advance of the further commencement of the Act, in order to ensure those eligible reservoir 
managers may be able to obtain financial support for initial safety inspections required under 
the Act, DfI have proposed a number of criteria as follows: 

 
Criterion 1 – The reservoir must be registered with the Department 
 

 Only reservoirs capable of holding 10,000 cubic metres or more of water and 
registered with the Department will be eligible for the grant.  

 
Criterion 2 – The reservoir is not managed by a public sector organisation 
 

 The Department is not proposing grant support for reservoirs managed by the 
public sector such as Government Departments, Local Authorities and NI Water, as 
these public sector organisations have established mechanisms for securing budget 
to maintain their assets.  

 
Criterion 3 – The reservoir must be designated as ‘High’ or ‘Medium’ consequence 
 

 A ‘High’ consequence reservoir is when a reservoir failure could result in a loss of 1 
or more lives, or the significant impact on economic activity.  

 
Criterion 4 – Reservoir Manager must demonstrate a clear financial need for grant support 
for initial inspection costs 
 

 The Department is proposing that grant funding will only be provided to those 
reservoir managers who are deemed to need it to pay the initial costs of supervision 
and inspection.  It should be noted that the grant will only be provided to cover the 
costs of appointing a supervising engineer and an inspecting engineer, to provide 
an initial inspection. 

 
The Department have asked consultees to respond to eight questions, the full draft 
response for Council is included in Appendix 1.   
 
Members should note that while the Council’s five reservoirs would be suitable for funding 
under Criteria 1 and 3, Criterion 2 excludes grant support to local authorities, and Criterion 
4 details that grants will only be made for initial supervision and inspections.  
 
Our response confirms we would welcome financial assistance.  However, given the risk 
associated with Council’s five ‘high consequence’ reservoirs and ongoing revenue costs in 
the region of £20k per annum for the established cycle of safety inspections, we further 
recommend that:  
 

 consideration is given to widening the eligibility of reservoir owners who could apply 
to a grant scheme 

 

 the scope of the grant scheme is widened to help support all reservoir managers 
with ongoing costs associated with safety inspections     

 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 
The cost of independent safety inspections / reports at all five council reservoirs is circa 
£20k per annum and is included in existing revenue budgets. 
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Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
 
There are no equality, good relations or rural needs implications associated with this report. 

4.0 Appendices 
 

  
Draft responses to Department for Infrastructure consultation on proposals for Grant 
support for initial supervision and inspection requirements of the Reservoirs Act 
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Consultation on a Grant Scheme to support reservoir managers with the initial supervision and inspection 
requirements of the Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
In order to ensure those eligible reservoir managers who need it receive help with the initial costs of 
complying with the Act, the Department proposes a number of criteria as follows: 
 
Criterion 1 – The reservoir must be registered with the Department.  
Only reservoirs capable of holding 10,000 cubic metres or more of water and registered with the 
Department will be eligible for the grant.  
 
Criterion 2 – The reservoir is not managed by a public sector organisation.  
The Department is not proposing grant support for reservoirs managed by the public sector such as 
Government Departments, Local Authorities and NI Water, as these public sector organisations have 
established mechanisms for securing budget to maintain their assets.  
 
Criterion 3 – The reservoir must be designated as ‘High’ or ‘Medium’ consequence.  
A ‘High’ consequence reservoir is when a reservoir failure could result in a loss of 1 or more lives, or the 
significant impact on economic activity.  
 
A ‘Medium’ consequence reservoir is when a reservoir failure could impact on people but no loss of life can 
be foreseen or may result in significant damage to environment / heritage.  
 
It is important to remember that the consequence designation is not a reflection on the current 
management or condition of the reservoir. Instead, it considers the potential impact on the surrounding 
area if an uncontrolled release of water were to occur.  
 
Grant support for the initial supervision and inspection requirements will only be provided for reservoirs 
that have been designated high and medium consequence by the Department’s Rivers Directorate.  
 
The Department is not proposing grant support for reservoirs with a low consequence given they are not 
subject to the same level of regulation and obligations (as set out in the Act) as high and medium 
consequence reservoirs and subsequently will not incur the initial costs this grant scheme covers.  
 
High and medium consequence reservoirs that have undertaken a precommencement inspection report not 
more than 8 years before the commencement date, as set out in Section 33 (1) are not required to 
undertake a further inspection report but are still required to meet the requirements in relation to 
supervising requirements.  
 
Criterion 4 – Reservoir Manager must demonstrate a clear financial need for grant support for initial 
inspection costs.  
The Department is proposing that grant funding will only be provided to those reservoir managers who are 
deemed to need it to pay the initial costs of supervision and inspection. 
 
The Department is proposing to assess the financial need through the bank statements of the reservoir 
manager.  
 
The reservoir manager will therefore be required to supply:  

 Their previous 6 months bank statements related to the management of the reservoir; and  

 Details of the monthly income and outgoings related to the management of the reservoir.  
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It is assumed that the threshold for need to qualify for a grant is met if the bank statements demonstrate 
that there have been insufficient funds over the last 6 months to meet the costs of inspection (i.e.£10,000) 
once all other operating costs have been taken into account. 
 
The Department is considering 2 options for the payment of grant: (i) Make payments directly to the 
supervising and inspecting engineers on receipt of the respective reports (as set out in the Act), up to a 
combined value of £10,000; or (ii) Make payments to reservoir managers in arrears on receipt of respective 
reports (as set out in the Act), allowing them to then pay the engineers. 
 
It should be noted that the grant will only be provided to cover the costs of appointing a supervising 
engineer and an inspecting engineer, to provide an initial inspection. 
 
Consultation Questions  
 
Eligibility Criteria  
 
Question 1 – Do you agree with eligibility criterion 2 that only reservoirs not managed by a public sector 
organisation are eligible?  

☐ Yes  
X  No  
If no, please provide information on your suggested changes to the above proposal. 
 
Response:  Grant funding should be made available to all reservoir managers including local authorities 
who need financial assistance with the initial costs of complying with the Act 
 
Question 2 – Do you agree with eligibility criterion 3 that the reservoir must be designated as ‘High’ or 
‘Medium’ consequence?  
X Yes  

☐ No  
If no, please provide information on your suggested changes to the above proposal. 
 
Question 3 – Do you agree with eligibility criterion 4 that Reservoir Managers must demonstrate a financial 
need for grant support for initial inspection costs?  
X Yes but needs to be more flexible to allow access to help should an emergency/high risk situation arise.  

☐ No  
If no, please provide information on your suggested changes to the above proposal. 
 
Assessing Affordability  
 
Question 4 – Do you agree with the Department’s method for assessing affordability?  
X Yes but should Councils become eligible then there needs to be flexibility to ensure it complies with 
Council’s Financial Policy & regulations. 

☐ No  
If no, please provide information on your suggested changes to the above proposal. 
 
Level of Funding  
 
Question 5 – Do you agree with the level of funding ie up to a maximum of £10,000?  

☐ Yes  
X No  
If no, please provide information on your suggested changes to the above proposal. 
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Response:  while it seems appropriate to provide a limit to the grant funding that will be available, the cost 
of initial inspections will depend on the size, complexity, site and number of reservoirs maintained by the 
reservoir owner, and it may not be expedient to limit total funding available  
 
Payment of Grant  
 
Question 6 – Which of the Department’s proposals for payment of grant do you prefer?  

☐ Department pays engineers directly?  

X Yes Department pays reservoir manager?  
Please provide any additional relevant information below. 
 
Response:  this will depend on whether initial inspections have already taken place, and paid for by the 
reservoir owner, once the proposed grant scheme comes into effect, and whether in such circumstances 
reservoir owners will be able to retrospectively claim back these costs (and in what time frame), or whether 
the initial reservoir inspection takes place after the new grant scheme is established.  
 
General  
 
Question 7 - If you any further comments on the potential grant scheme for initial supervision and 
inspection requirements please provide any relevant information below. 
 
The Department has recognised that there is significant cost in maintaining these facilities. 
 
The Council has the responsibility for the management of five reservoirs, and has already established a 
thorough, regularised system of inspection (graduated daily, weekly, monthly, annual and decadal), utilising 
both Council officers and external, specialist consultants. 
 
While the Council is not in a position to apply for a grant for the initial costs of supervision and inspection as 
per the proposals, the department should consider providing grant funding for the process of continued 
inspections, to a proportionate level against total annual costs, rather than soley  for ‘initial’ supervision and 
inspection. 
 
Given the number of reservoirs managed by the Council, the potential consequences of failure and the cost 
of the Council’s established programme of inspections and future capital development, consideration should 
be given to widening both the eligibility of reservoir owners who could apply to the grant scheme, the 
broadening of the scope of inspections such grants might be made available for, as well as considering the 
value of any grant being awarded.     
 
 
Draft Impact Assessments  
 
Question 8 – Do you have any comments to make on any of the draft impact assessments that accompany 
this consultation?  
The link to all the impact assessments is available on page 5 of this consultation.  

☐ Yes – please use the comment box below  

X No  
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PEOPLE & COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE                 
 
 

 
Subject: Resources and Fleet Waste Update  

 
Date: 09 September 2025 

 
Reporting Officer: 

Stephen Leonard, Director (Operational) CNS 

 
Contact Officer: 

John McConnell, City Services Manager (Resources and Fleet)  

 
1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 

 
1.1 To provide an update to People and Communities Committee on the work being 

carried out in relation to the overfilled bins and bin liner collection issues (Bin Safety 
Campaign). 
 

2.0 
 
2.1 

Recommendations 
 
The Committee is requested to note the contents of this report. 
 

3.0 Main report 
 

 

3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

Key Issues 

Members will recall this matter was discussed in June and members requested that 

updates were presented to P&C Committee at the August and September 

meetings.  

 

This report provides an update to members on progress to date in relation to the 

campaign. 

 

It should be noted that Corporate Communications have supported and continue to 

provide support and resource to Resources and Fleet the Service through the 

external and internal communications and awareness raising elements of the plan. 

The Project team engage with Corporate Communications regularly around the 

campaign, resident feedback and progress.  

 

The Project Team and their Resource Advisor colleagues within Waste 

Management have produced an engagement plan based on the Implementation 

and Communications Plan approved by Council. 
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3.4 

 

 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 

 

 

 

3.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key campaign dates:  
 
Monday 4 August – the beginning of Amber tagging bedding in period for 8 

weeks. Collections continue as normal (i.e. overfilled bins and bins with liners still 

collected) with warning tag placed on bins and reporting by crews. Resource 

Advisor Teams on ground raising awareness and messaging.  

 

 

Monday 29 September – planned start date for the beginning of Red tagging 

collecting strictly to policy phase. Overfilled containers will be tagged and will not 

collected, and instances reported. Temporary additional Special Waste Collection 

Operational teams (SWCO) to be engaged Resource Teams, OSS and 

Enforcement Teams will be deployed to targeting remaining hot spot areas. 

 
Project Team progress as at time of writing of this update report: 
 
 Overfilled and lined Bins – Domestic and Commercial Waste 

 

The following actions are ongoing or scheduled to be carried out as detailed. 

Summary of data and metrics around the campaign are below for reference. 

 

 Additional Resource Advisor Staff have been deployed and began operating 

in Urban Belfast from Monday 21st July. In terms of direct communications 

by the Resource Advisor Team and Waste Management colleagues, all is 

going to plan. 890 streets equating to 34342 urban households have 

received direct communications around the campaign.  

 

 The Project team have continued to hold weekly briefings with operations 

managers and assistant managers and their crews. Further briefings are 

planned at the end of August around the collection to policy (red) phase. 

These briefings will include Customer Hub colleagues, OSS and relevant 

FAQs will be reviewed and updated. 

 
 

 Red tags (domestic) and red stickers (commercial) have been ordered 

and delivered – these will form part of the briefings above and be circulated 

to stakeholders including the customer hub. 

 

 A new Special Waste Operations Team (SWOT) will be required from the 

end of September when we collect to policy. It is envisaged that these posts 

will be in situ for 15th September, for training, in advance of the red 

collecting to policy phase on Monday 29 September.  
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 Translations  - the 5 versions required have been printed and are in hand 

for staff on the ground, including Outreach Teams. See Appendix 1 for 

examples. 

 

 Performance/Campaign impact – In the first 2 days of the campaign, we 

experienced some teething problems. This did lead to small instances of 

non-collection at a number of sites and location which were corrected very 

quickly. After day 3, operationally, the campaign began to bed in well with 

crews on the ground and has also highlighted or magnified some of the 

“business as usual” issues at some of collection sites and areas e.g. 

overfilled euro bins and lidless euro bins at apartments. These issues are 

relatively small in number and being noted in issues log and issues managed 

case by case by  Waste Collection and via colleagues in Waste 

Management. Issues raised to date are either resolved or in hand and we 

expect to see more of these as we go through the campaign. 

 
 

 The comms and engagement on the ground is having an impact. Resource 

Advisor home visits are up significantly as are orders for boxes and 

bins. Increases in orders and requests for service show a positive trend 

around better recycling messaging. The WM section is keeping close track of 

container stocks and orders coming in. Levels are currently comfortable in 

the context of increased demand and further orders are in progress to 

replenish stocks. Waste Management will continue to monitor this closely. 

 

 At the time of writing this report, 4 full weeks data has been gathered. Graph 

1 below shows tag use/consumption for the first 4 weeks of the amber 

phase. The average rate of tagging vs number of collections during the 

period equates to less than 2% overall. The project team are content with 

progress to date and will continue to monitor the data, which is summarised 

in more granular detail in Table 1.  

 

 The Service introduced the quick report of workplace violence to crews at 

the start of the campaign and as of 29 August 2025, there were no reports 

made. 

 

 Customer Hub Feedback - There was a spiked increase in customer 

contact at the start of the amber tagging period due to teething issues with 

tags in some areas, however returned to normal levels quickly when 

resolved with only 14 service requests attributed to the bin safety campaign 

logged on CRM Dynamics during the month of August. A small number of 

residents have reported that they were not aware of the campaign prior to 

receiving a tag on their bin. Two comments have been recorded about the 
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3.8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

campaign to date, with residents raising concerns about bins stored on 

streets/entries being overfilling by neighbours and bins being returned to 

their bin collection point by crews. The use of Report it app by squads to 

report matters impacting the collection of bins continues to be critical to 

assist the hub with handling customer contact. It is anticipated that customer 

contact will increase when the red tagging commences and the customer 

hub are working with Resource and Fleet Collections to ensure 

preparedness for the handling of enquiries this is expected to generate.  

 

Graph 1 – summary of amber tag use cycle 1 and cycle 2 (4 weeks) 

 

 
 
Table 1 – headline summary of campaign metrics 
 

  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Number of Amber Tags Issued By Crews 1682 2101 1095 921 

Percentage of Bins Emptied Tagged  2.08% 2.59% 1.35% 1.14% 

WPV Reports  0 0 0 0 

Total number of houses posted  19587 23917 28104 34342 

Number of Black Bins Ordered  134 162 109 71 

Number of Boxes Ordered  564 479 321 215 

 
 
Corporate Communications summary of campaign feedback so far includes: 
 
Social media content has already reached over 300,000 views, with widespread 
media coverage achieved. This has included TV news on both BBC and UTV.  
  
The most successful post alone generated 245,000 views and 1,175 interactions 
(comments, likes, and reactions).  
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3.13 
 
 
 
 
 
3.14 

  
Corporate Communications will continue to share regular reminder posts. As we 
move closer to the red tagging stage at the end of September, messaging will be 
adapted to highlight what red tags signify and why they are important. We plan to 
issue another media note ahead of the red tagging phase to generate a fresh wave 
of coverage.  
 
 
Financial & Resource Implications 
 
There are no financial implications associated with this report. All costs will be 
covered from within existing revenue estimates. 
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications /Rural Needs Assessments 
 
There are no equality or good relations implications associated with this report. 

4.0 Appendices – Documents Attached 
 
Appendix 1 – Translated campaign material 
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Appendix 1 – translations of campaign material 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

 
Subject: 

Kerbside Glass Expansion – Phase Two 

 
Date: 9 September 2025 

 
Reporting Officer: 

Stephen Leonard, Operational Director, City & Neighbourhood 
Services 

 
Contact Officer: John McConnell – City Services Manager Resources & Fleet 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Some time in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of main Issues 
 

 The purpose of this report is to inform members of phase two of the kerbside glass 
expansion scheme.  
 

2.0 Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 
 
 

 
Members are requested to approve the street list which will make up phase two of the 
kerbside glass expansion scheme, as outlined in the report. 

3.0 
 
3.1 
 
 

Main report 
 
In 2024, the Resources and Fleet Service was successful in obtaining capital funding under 
the DAERA Household Waste Collaborative Change Programme with regard to the 
expansion of its kerbside glass collections scheme. 

 X 

 

 

 

 

X 
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3.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.15 
 
 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.17 
 
 

This funding, combined with the Council’s capital programme, resulted in the 
implementation of phase one of this scheme which delivered a Lorna glass collection 
scheme to 23,000 households from Q4 2024/25. While initial scheme participation data is 
below expectations, the tonnage captured is on target, with approximately 35 kg/hh/pa 
equating to around 800 tonnes of glass per annum. The Service is also working on 
contingency measures for vehicle breakdown to ensure a more consistent approach to 
kerbside glass collections across the city.  

            The Service is now planning for phase two of the project which involves a further 
expansion to another 23,000 households. The Implementation phase involves the 
recruitment of collection crews, procurement of containers for both individual households 
and apartment blocks, procurement and leasing of vehicles, communication of the scheme 
to the selected households, assessment of apartments (if any within the selected areas) 
and finally delivery of containers followed by first collections. 

 3.18    The scheme roll-out commences with a letter drop to households within the agreed phase 
two catchment area. This letter will outline the key aspects of the initiative along with 
practical information such as collection day, frequency, accepted materials and start date. 
Within seven days of receiving the letter, households will be issued with a kerbside box and 
lid for the presentation of their glass containers at the kerbside. An information leaflet will 
also be included within the kerbside boxes reminding residents on the salient points of the 
scheme. Kerbside collections will then commence within ten working days of receiving the 
kerbside box. 

Given the lead times associated with a number of these activities, in particular the 
purchase and receipt of containers, and mindful of the potential clash with collections 
arrangements for the Christmas 2025 season, it is envisaged that project implementation 
will commence in January and will be completed by March 2026. 

D         Detailed route planning is still being finalised but a proposed list of streets to be serviced 
under phase two can be found at Appendix 2. Members are requested to approve the 
street lists so that further detailed planning can be completed. Members will also note that 
the agreement of phase two will by default result in the final phase three being those 
households still not receiving a kerbside glass scheme and subject to financial approval via 
the rates setting exercise, the final roll-out will include these households in the 26/27 
financial year.  

           The Service will continue to keep Members appraised of the progress of the scheme 
through the Council’s usual governance procedures. 

 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 

The capital costs associated with phase two of the glass kerbside expansion scheme will 
be met by both the Council’s capital programme and DAERA’s Household Waste Recycling 
Collaborative Change Fund. Revenue costs will be met through the Service’s revenue 
estimates. 
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

 

The project has undergone equality impact and rural needs assessments. There are no 
good relations assessments associated with this project.  
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5.0 Appendices  
 
Appendix 1 – Maps showing scheme coverage and proposed street list for phase two 
expansion of kerbside glass collections. 
 

6.0  Abbreviations  
 
None 
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Appendix 1 – Kerbside Glass Expansion Phase 2 2025/26 

Figure 1: Map of households without kerbside glass collection scheme 
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Figure 2: Map of proposed phase 2 expansion 2025/26 
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Figure 3: Existing kerbside glass collection provision plus proposed Phase 2 

 

Table1: Proposed phase 2 expansion by District Electoral Area (green blocks) 
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Proposed Phase 2 Expansion Street List 

A. Balmoral 

Balmoral 8236 
aberfoyle gardens, belfast 11 
aberfoyle park, belfast 10 
aboo court, belfast 8 
altnacreeva avenue, belfast 40 
altnacreeva close, belfast 24 
annadale avenue, belfast 2 
archdale drive, belfast 36 
archdale park, belfast 23 
ardmore avenue, finaghy, belfast 55 
ardmore court, finaghy, belfast 4 
ardmore drive, belfast 24 
ardmore park south, belfast 20 
ardmore park, finaghy, belfast 57 
ash grove, belfast 9 
ashton avenue, belfast 24 
ashton park, belfast 63 
ballycairn close, belfast 39 
ballycairn drive, belfast 25 
ballylesson road, belfast 15 
ballynahatty road, belfast 27 
balmoral avenue, belfast 3 
balmoral court, belfast 40 
balmoral park gardens, finaghy, belfast 16 
balmoral park, finaghy, belfast 21 
bawnmore road, belfast 1 
beechmount park, belfast 12 
belvoir close, belfast 16 
belvoir crescent, belfast 30 
belvoir drive, belfast 220 
benmore court, belfast 23 
benmore drive, belfast 164 

Page 78



benmore walk, belfast 11 
bradford place, belfast 11 
castleboy avenue, belfast 12 
castlecoole park, belfast 90 
castlecoole walk, belfast 16 
castledillon road, belfast 85 
castlehume gardens, belfast 66 
castlerobin road, belfast 88 
castleward park, belfast 38 
chippendale court, belfast 13 
chippendale gardens, belfast 13 
church road, newtownbreda 51 
cloghan gardens, finaghy, belfast 2 
coleshill gardens, belfast 14 
cranfield gardens, belfast 2 
crevenish walk, belfast 16 
de beere court, belfast 16 
diamond avenue, belfast 3 
diamond gardens, finaghy, belfast 74 
diamond gate 11 
diamond grove, belfast 7 
donegall park, belfast 29 
doon end, belfast 16 
downhill avenue, belfast 45 
downhill walk, belfast 6 
drumart drive, belfast 184 
drumart gardens, belfast 9 
drumart green, belfast 19 
drumart square, belfast 8 
drumart walk, belfast 21 
drumcairn close, belfast 24 
drummond manor, belfast 6 
dub lane, malone upper, belfast 39 
dunmurry lane, dunmurry 1 
dunseverick avenue, belfast 20 
dunseverick court, belfast 12 
edenderry cottages, belfast 37 
edenderry road, belfast 2 
edenderry village, belfast 100 
erinvale avenue, belfast 85 
erinvale drive, belfast 104 
erinvale gardens, belfast 24 
erinvale park, belfast 24 
fairway avenue, belfast 23 
fairway crescent, belfast 10 
fairway drive, belfast 7 
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fairway gardens, malone, belfast 12 
finaghy park central, belfast 62 
Finaghy Park Gardens 15 
finaghy park north, belfast 18 
finaghy park south, belfast 16 
finaghy road north, belfast 44 
finaghy road south, belfast 172 
finbank court, belfast 13 
finbank gardens, belfast 17 
finch close, belfast 28 
finch court, belfast 9 
finch grove, belfast 40 
finch place, belfast 9 
finch way, belfast 21 
findon gardens, belfast 63 
findon grove, belfast 9 
findon place, belfast 6 
finnis close, belfast 32 
finnis drive, belfast 16 
finnis grange, belfast 15 
finwood court, belfast 3 
finwood park, belfast 21 
foresthill view, belfast 9 
garron crescent, belfast 52 
geeragh place, belfast 13 
gilchrist view 6 
glenarm square, belfast 36 
grangeville drive, belfast 2 
grangeville gardens, belfast 57 
grays park avenue, belfast 50 
grays park court, belfast 5 
grays park drive, belfast 22 
grays park gardens, belfast 12 
grays park, belfast 44 
greenview park, belfast 12 
greenwich mews, belfast 16 
greystown avenue, belfast 129 
greystown close, belfast 4 
greystown park, belfast 63 
Haddo Crescent 6 
Haddo Lane 2 
Haddo Place 5 
haddo street, belfast 22 
harberton park gardens, malone upper, belfast 12 
hillmount court, belfast 10 
hillmount gardens, belfast 62 
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hollymount court, belfast 16 
hollymount, belfast 51 
inishowen drive, belfast 130 
ishbel gardens 8 
Ishbel Mews 15 
katrine park, belfast 47 
killard place, belfast 22 
killynether gardens, belfast 33 
killynether walk, belfast 32 
kilwarlin crescent, belfast 71 
kilwarlin walk, belfast 52 
kinbane way, belfast 16 
kings court, belfast 14 
kings hall lane 16 
kinnegar road, belfast 29 
kirkistown avenue, carryduff 18 
kirkistown walk, belfast 20 
kirklowe drive, belfast 13 
lady ishbel avenue, belfast 13 
lakeside drive, belfast 49 
larkfield avenue, belfast 12 
lille park, belfast 40 
linen mill close, belfast 9 
linen mill grove, belfast 21 
linkview park, belfast 13 
lisburn road, belfast 107 
locksley drive, finaghy, belfast 5 
locksley gardens, belfast 44 
locksley grange, belfast 8 
locksley parade, belfast 38 
locksley park, belfast 179 
locksley place, belfast 13 
longacre, belfast 4 
mahee close, belfast 56 
malfin court, belfast 22 
malfin drive, belfast 92 
malone gate, belfast 6 
malone heights, belfast 42 
malone park gardens, belfast 16 
malone ridge, belfast 20 
malone road, belfast 17 
malone view avenue, belfast 14 
malone view crescent, belfast 5 
malone view park, belfast 21 
malone view road, belfast 38 
malton court, belfast 24 
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malton drive, belfast 64 
malton rise, belfast 26 
malton vale, belfast 32 
malwood close, belfast 6 
malwood park, belfast 12 
marguerite park, belfast 28 
millburn court, belfast 25 
milltown hill, belfast 3 
minnowburn drive, belfast 20 
minnowburn gardens, belfast 24 
minnowburn mews, belfast 47 
minnowburn terrace, belfast 4 
mount aboo park, belfast 25 
moyle walk, belfast 54 
musgrave park court, belfast 29 
newforge lane, belfast 2 
newtownbreda road, belfast 1 
northlands park, belfast 11 
old coach avenue, belfast 39 
old coach gardens, belfast 15 
old coach lane, belfast 5 
old coach road, belfast 32 
old milltown road, belfast 56 
olde forge manor, belfast 59 
orchardville avenue, belfast 44 
orchardville crescent, belfast 119 
orchardville gardens, belfast 97 
orlock square, belfast 22 
ormeau road, ormeau 29 
ormonde avenue, belfast 6 
ormonde park, belfast 70 
orpen avenue, belfast 36 
orpen drive, belfast 39 
orpen park, belfast 57 
orpen road, belfast 63 
park view, belfast 12 
phennick drive, belfast 17 
piney way, belfast 3 
porter park, belfast 26 
priory gardens, finaghy, belfast 10 
priory park, belfast 80 
ramore park, belfast 36 
rathmore avenue, belfast 22 
rathmore gardens, belfast 16 
rathmore park, belfast 20 
redhill manor, belfast 16 
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regents wood, belfast 17 
richmond mews, belfast 4 
ruby cottages, belfast 4 
saintfield road, belfast 5 
sicily park, belfast 200 
south crescent, belfast 33 
st ellens terrace, belfast 4 
st ellens, belfast 12 
stockmans lane, belfast 42 
strathallan park, belfast 10 
strathyre park, belfast 20 
the close, belfast 12 
the crescent, belfast 44 
the hawthorns, finaghy, belfast 10 
the hill, belfast 26 
the laurels, belfast 4 
the vines, belfast 27 
torr way, belfast 52 
trossachs drive, belfast 112 
trossachs gardens, belfast 18 
trossachs park, belfast 10 
upper lisburn road, belfast 302 
upper malone close, belfast 7 
upper malone crescent, belfast 19 
upper malone gardens, belfast 31 
upper malone park, belfast 65 
upper malone road, belfast 80 
upton avenue, belfast 18 
upton park, belfast 24 
wedderburn avenue, belfast 42 
wedderburn gardens, belfast 24 
whinnyhill drive, belfast 16 
william alexander park, belfast 53 
willisfield avenue, belfast 23 
willisfield gardens, belfast 16 
willisfield park, belfast 12 
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B. Collin 

Collin 4565 
altan avenue, dunmurry 14 
altan close, dunmurry 10 
altan drive, dunmurry 26 
altan gardens, dunmurry 18 
altan grove, dunmurry, dunmurry 12 
altan park, dunmurry 8 
altan place, dunmurry 15 
altan walk, dunmurry 12 
beechlawn avenue, dunmurry 36 
benwee park, belfast 4 
carnanmore park, belfast 110 
cloona avenue, dunmurry 10 
cloona crescent, belfast 32 
cloona park, dunmurry, dunmurry 100 
cois cluana park, belfast 6 
derryveagh close, belfast 19 
derryveagh drive, belfast 88 
derryveagh mews, belfast 4 
donegore gardens, belfast 28 
doon cottages, belfast 5 
doon road, belfast 93 
dunmurry lane, dunmurry 32 
erris grove, belfast 14 
filbert drive, dunmurry 23 
glendowan avenue, dunmurry 21 
glendowan close, dunmurry, dunmurry 9 
glendowan grove, dunmurry, dunmurry 13 
glendowan park, dunmurry 7 
glenfearna avenue, dunmurry 13 
glenfearna gardens, dunmurry 23 
glenfearna park, dunmurry 9 
glenfearna wood, dunmurry, dunmurry 22 
glengoland avenue, dunmurry 67 
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glengoland crescent, dunmurry 21 
glengoland gardens, dunmurry 54 
glengoland parade, dunmurry 48 
glengoland park, dunmurry, dunmurry 70 
glenview terrace, belfast 12 
hazel close, dunmurry, belfast 21 
hazel crescent, belfast 20 
hazel drive 12 
hazel glen, belfast 19 
Hazel Heights 18 
hazel link 10 
hazel mews 9 
hazel pass 4 
hazel view, belfast 15 
Hazel Way 2 
helens wood court, dunmurry, dunmurry 45 
helens wood, dunmurry 41 
horn drive, belfast 139 
horn walk, belfast 20 
kells avenue, belfast 24 
kilbourne park, dunmurry 10 
lagmore avenue, belfast 76 
lagmore dale, dunmurry 168 
lagmore downs, dunmurry 66 
lagmore drive, dunmurry, belfast 51 
lagmore gardens, dunmurry 15 
lagmore glen, dunmurry 162 
lagmore grove, dunmurry, dunmurry 86 
lagmore heights, dunmurry 23 
lagmore meadows, dunmurry, dunmurry 240 
lagmore rise, dunmurry 24 
lagmore view crescent, dunmurry 23 
lagmore view gardens, dunmurry 25 
lagmore view lane, dunmurry 19 
lagmore view manor, dunmurry 30 
lagmore view road, belfast 67 
lagmore view way, dunmurry 26 
lagmore view, lagmore 7 
lenadoon avenue, belfast 38 
lenadoon walk, belfast 15 
margaretta court, dunmurry 12 
margaretta crescent, belfast 14 
margaretta park, dunmurry 52 
mizen gardens, belfast 10 
mount eagles avenue, lagmore 143 
mount eagles close, dunmurry 22 
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mount eagles court, dunmurry, dunmurry 10 
mount eagles crescent, dunmurry 56 
mount eagles drive, belfast 48 
mount eagles glen, dunmurry 103 
mount eagles grove, dunmurry 10 
mount eagles lane, dunmurry 6 
mount eagles link, dunmurry 13 
mount eagles lodge, dunmurry 57 
mount eagles mews, dunmurry 10 
mount eagles park, dunmurry 51 
mount eagles pass, dunmurry 2 
mount eagles square, dunmurry 74 
mount eagles walk, dunmurry 17 
mount eagles way, lagmore 63 
oranmore drive, belfast 21 
ringford crescent, belfast 40 
ringford park, belfast 11 
rinnalea close, belfast 6 
rinnalea gardens, belfast 40 
rinnalea grove, belfast 19 
rinnalea walk, belfast 10 
rinnalea way, belfast 9 
rosgoill drive, belfast 21 
rosgoill gardens, belfast 23 
rosgoill park, belfast 91 
shaws avenue, belfast 19 
shaws court, belfast 6 
shaws park, belfast 10 
shaws place, belfast 3 
stewartstown avenue, belfast 42 
stewartstown gardens, belfast 10 
stewartstown mews, belfast 4 
stewartstown park, belfast 39 
stewartstown road, belfast 4 
suffolk avenue, belfast 21 
suffolk crescent, belfast 68 
suffolk drive, belfast 26 
suffolk parade, belfast 12 
suffolk road, belfast 19 
teeling avenue, dunmurry 49 
teeling grove, dunmurry 14 
teeling view, dunmurry 16 
tildarg avenue, belfast 102 
trenchard, belfast 21 
upper malone road, belfast 7 
viewfort park, dunmurry 40 
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white glen, lagmore, dunmurry 60 
white rise, dunmurry 99 
willowvale gardens, belfast 74 
willowvale mews, belfast 3 
wilmont park, dunmurry 5 
woodbourne court, belfast 38 
woodbourne crescent, belfast 12 

 

 

C. Ormiston 

Ormiston 10531 
abbey gardens, belfast 83 
abbey park, belfast 189 
abbey road, belfast 23 
alder close, belfast 10 
alford park, belfast 20 
ardcarn drive, belfast 127 
ardcarn green, belfast 18 
ardcarn park, belfast 28 
ardcarn way, belfast 28 
ardgreenan crescent, belfast 19 
ardvarna crescent, belfast 20 
ardvarna park, belfast 34 
ashbrook crescent, belfast 14 
ashbrook drive, belfast 27 
ashburn green, belfast 14 
ashford green, belfast 16 
ashmount grove, belfast 21 
ashmount park, belfast 115 
avonvale, belfast 15 
ballygowan road, belfast 6 
ballyhanwood road, belfast 5 
barnetts chase, belfast 17 
barnetts court mews, belfast 14 
barnetts court, belfast 21 
barnetts crescent, belfast 26 
barnetts green, belfast 58 
barnetts lodge, belfast 14 
barnetts road, belfast 127 
barnoak lane, belfast 4 
belmont drive, belfast 6 
belmont mews, belfast 17 
belmont road, belfast 184 
bethany street, belfast 16 
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braeside grove, belfast 53 
braniel crescent, belfast 44 
braniel park, belfast 29 
braniel way, belfast 2 
briarwood park, belfast 29 
bristow drive, belfast 11 
brook meadow, gilnahirk, belfast 6 
burghley mews, belfast 41 
cabin hill gardens, belfast 62 
cabin hill mews, belfast 16 
cabin hill park, belfast 64 
cairnburn avenue, belfast 22 
cairnburn crescent, belfast 28 
cairnburn dell, belfast 4 
cairnburn drive, belfast 13 
cairnburn gardens, belfast 38 
cairnburn grange, belfast 8 
cairnburn park, belfast 5 
cairnburn road, belfast 28 
campbell chase, belfast 7 
carolhill drive, belfast 40 
carolhill gardens, belfast 23 
carolhill park, belfast 39 
castlegowan crescent 22 
Castlegowan Drive 11 
Castlegowan Park 37 
castlegowan place 25 
castlegowan road 32 
castlehill farm, belfast 13 
castleview cottage gardens, belfast 33 
castleview road, belfast 28 
castleview terrace, belfast 26 
cedar grove, holywood 138 
charters avenue, belfast 4 
church wynd, gilnahirk, belfast 6 
churchland close, holywood 14 
circular road, belfast 94 
cloghan crescent, belfast 29 
cloghan gardens, knock, belfast 12 
cloghan mews, belfast 6 
cloghan park, belfast 40 
clonaver crescent north, belfast 34 
clonaver crescent south, belfast 18 
clonaver drive, belfast 24 
clonaver park, belfast 17 
cloverhill gardens, belfast 6 
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cloverhill park, belfast 28 
cormorant park, belfast 20 
creevy avenue, belfast 63 
creevy way, belfast 6 
croft court, belfast 12 
dalry park, belfast 21 
dehra grove, belfast 23 
earls court, belfast 16 
edgcumbe drive, belfast 26 
edgcumbe gardens, belfast 54 
edgcumbe park, belfast 15 
edgcumbe view, belfast 9 
elsmere heights, belfast 21 
elsmere manor, belfast 9 
elsmere park, belfast 27 
enid drive, belfast 27 
enid parade, belfast 55 
fairway gardens, castlereagh 20 
farmhurst green, belfast 43 
farmhurst way, belfast 14 
finchley drive, belfast 4 
finchley gardens, belfast 10 
finchley park, belfast 20 
finchley vale, belfast 13 
garnerville drive, belfast 27 
garnerville gardens, belfast 57 
garnerville grove, belfast 9 
garnerville park, belfast 53 
garnerville road, belfast 50 
garranard manor, belfast 17 
garranard park, belfast 21 
geary road, belfast 50 
gilnahirk rise, belfast 40 
gilnahirk road, belfast 131 
gilnahirk walk, belfast 22 
glen ebor heights, belfast 4 
glen ebor park, belfast 38 
glen rise, belfast 18 
glen road, castlereagh 41 
glendarragh mews, belfast 37 
glendarragh, belfast 57 
glendhu grove, belfast 32 
glendhu manor, belfast 64 
glendhu park, belfast 34 
glenlea grove, belfast 20 
glenlea park, belfast 47 
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glenloch gardens, belfast 31 
glenluce drive, belfast 60 
glenluce gardens, belfast 11 
glenluce green, belfast 13 
glenluce walk, belfast 27 
glenmachan avenue, belfast 11 
glenmachan drive, belfast 23 
glenmachan grove, belfast 12 
glenmachan mews, belfast 5 
glenmachan park, belfast 12 
glenmachan road, belfast 12 
glenmillan drive, belfast 16 
glenmillan park, belfast 39 
glenview avenue, belfast 42 
gortgrib drive, belfast 22 
gortin drive, belfast 12 
gortin park, belfast 61 
gortland avenue, belfast 9 
gortland mews, belfast 16 
gortland park, belfast 49 
govan drive, belfast 11 
granton park, belfast 6 
green mount, belfast 14 
greenlea gardens, belfast 8 
hawthornden drive, belfast 26 
hawthornden gardens, belfast 29 
hawthornden gate, belfast 3 
hawthornden grange 5 
hawthornden lodge, belfast 15 
hawthornden mews, belfast 18 
hawthornden park, belfast 3 
hawthornden road, belfast 58 
hawthornden way, belfast 5 
hazelbank court, belfast 15 
helens lea, belfast 17 
helgor park mews, belfast 20 
helgor park, belfast 35 
henderson court, holywood 37 
holywood road, belfast 62 
kennel bridge, belfast 21 
kilmakee park, belfast 39 
kilmory gardens, belfast 54 
kincraig avenue, belfast 24 
kinedar crescent, belfast 13 
kings brae, belfast 17 
kings crescent, belfast 23 
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kings drive, belfast 31 
kings link, belfast 12 
kings park lane, belfast 6 
kings park, belfast 13 
kings road, belfast 253 
kings vale, belfast 15 
kingsdale park, belfast 76 
kingsland drive, belfast 7 
kingsland park, belfast 30 
kingsway avenue, belfast 23 
kingsway close, belfast 5 
kingsway court, belfast 8 
kingsway drive, belfast 10 
kingsway gardens, knock, belfast 30 
kingsway park, belfast 89 
kingswood park, belfast 28 
kinross avenue, belfast 177 
kirn park, belfast 12 
knockburn park, belfast 32 
knockdarragh park, belfast 39 
knockland park, belfast 22 
knocklofty court, belfast 20 
knocklofty park, belfast 60 
knockmarloch park, belfast 19 
knocknagoney avenue, belfast 64 
knocknagoney drive, belfast 46 
knocknagoney gardens, belfast 34 
knocknagoney green, belfast 11 
knocknagoney grove, belfast 18 
knocknagoney park, belfast 78 
knocknagoney road, belfast 24 
knocknagoney way, belfast 4 
knocktern gardens, belfast 15 
laird park, belfast 28 
laurelvale, belfast 7 
leven close, belfast 15 
leven crescent, belfast 16 
leven drive, belfast 43 
leven park, belfast 56 
leven place, belfast 16 
lochinver drive, belfast 49 
lothian avenue, belfast 17 
lower braniel road, belfast 206 
lowland avenue, belfast 21 
lowland gardens, belfast 14 
lowland walk, belfast 10 
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marlfield drive, belfast 67 
marlfield rise, belfast 7 
marmont crescent, belfast 30 
marmont drive, belfast 25 
marmont park, belfast 78 
massey avenue, belfast 34 
massey court, belfast 29 
massey green, belfast 5 
massey park, belfast 25 
melfort drive, belfast 110 
middle braniel road, belfast 12 
mill gate, belfast 10 
motelands, belfast 25 
moyne park, belfast 45 
north sperrin, belfast 61 
northfield rise, belfast 30 
norwood avenue, belfast 63 
norwood court, belfast 15 
norwood crescent, belfast 18 
norwood drive, belfast 62 
norwood gardens, belfast 24 
norwood grove, belfast 2 
norwood park, belfast 15 
old holywood road, belfast 105 
orchard court, holywood 44 
orchard lane, belfast 4 
ormiston crescent, belfast 59 
ormiston drive, belfast 22 
ormiston parade, belfast 9 
ormiston park, belfast 23 
ormiston square, belfast 13 
pembridge court, belfast 27 
pirrie lane, belfast 3 
pirrie road, belfast 1 
quarry road, belfast 49 
ravenswood crescent, belfast 36 
ravenswood park, belfast 141 
red hall lane 7 
redburn court, holywood 4 
richmond avenue, holywood 38 
richmond close, holywood 15 
richmond court, holywood 22 
richmond heights, holywood 21 
rocky road, gilnahirk, belfast 3 
rosemount avenue, belfast 5 
rosepark central, belfast 20 
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rosepark east, belfast 17 
rosepark gardens, belfast 53 
rosepark meadows, belfast 15 
rosepark south, belfast 21 
rosepark west, belfast 7 
rosepark, belfast 78 
roslin gardens, belfast 33 
russell park, belfast 43 
schomberg avenue, belfast 48 
schomberg park, belfast 28 
school court, belfast 22 
shandon court, castlereagh 6 
shandon heights, belfast 5 
south sperrin, belfast 67 
southland dale, belfast 99 
sperrin drive, belfast 9 
sperrin park, belfast 13 
stoney road, belfast 12 
stormont court, belfast 11 
stormont mews, belfast 4 
strathearn lane, belfast 45 
strathearn mews, belfast 22 
strathearn park, belfast 30 
summerhill avenue, belfast 77 
summerhill parade, belfast 19 
summerhill park, belfast 42 
sycamore grove, belfast 37 
sydenham avenue, belfast 114 
the cairns, belfast 4 
the grange, belfast 5 
the walled garden, belfast 36 
thornely park, belfast 12 
thornhill crescent, belfast 11 
thornhill drive, belfast 40 
thornhill grove, belfast 18 
thornhill mews, belfast 12 
thornhill parade, belfast 59 
thornhill park, belfast 42 
tillysburn drive, belfast 6 
tillysburn grove, belfast 9 
tillysburn park, belfast 56 
tweskard lodge, belfast 16 
tweskard park, belfast 47 
upper braniel road, belfast 7 
upper newtownards road, belfast 152 
upperlands walk, belfast 14 
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vionville close, belfast 19 
vionville court, belfast 22 
vionville green, belfast 3 
vionville heights, belfast 15 
vionville park, belfast 20 
vionville place, belfast 22 
vionville rise, belfast 21 
vionville view, belfast 8 
vionville way, belfast 10 
wandsworth crescent, belfast 21 
wandsworth drive, belfast 3 
wandsworth place, belfast 16 
wandsworth road, belfast 117 
warren grove, belfast 86 
wayside close, belfast 10 
whincroft road, belfast 84 
whincroft way, belfast 46 
wilshere drive, belfast 13 
woodcroft heights, belfast 17 
woodcroft rise, belfast 9 
woodlands court, belfast 7 
woodview drive, belfast 30 
woodview place, belfast 24 
woodview terrace, belfast 10 
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

 
 
 

 
Subject: 

 
Request for the use of Parks for 2025 Events 

 
Date: Tuesday 2 September 2025 

 
Reporting Officer: 

David Sales, Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhood Services.  

 
Contact Officer: 

Stephen Leonard, Director of Resources, Fleet and OSS. 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual. 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual. 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained. 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction. 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

x 
 

x 
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Agenda Item 6c



 
 
 

1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 The Committee is asked to note that Council has received a number of requests to hold events 

across Belfast parks. 

 Row on Row Remembrance 2025 – Pitt Park. 

 Sound of Belfast & Factory sessions – Tropical Ravine. 

 5KM Autism NI Walk – Ormeau Park. 

 Darkness into Light – Ormeau Park. 

 Darkness into Light - Waterworks. 

 Wellfest – Ormeau Park 

 VC Glendale - Falling Leaves – Irish National League Race – Falls Park 

 CIYMS - Orange Grove Athletics – Boxing Day Run – Belmont Park 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 

The Committee is asked to grant authority to the applicants for the proposed events on the 
dates noted; subject to the completion of the appropriate event management plans and 
satisfactory terms being agreed by the Director of City & Neighbourhood Services and on the 
condition that the Event Organisers: 
 

I. resolves all operational issues to the Council’s satisfaction; 
II. meets all statutory requirements including Public Liability Insurance cover, Health 

and Safety, and licensing responsibilities; and  
III. shall consult with adjoining public bodies and local communities as necessary. 

 
Please note that the above recommendations are taken as a pre-policy position in advance 
of the Council agreeing a more structured framework and policy for ‘Events’, which is 
currently being taken forward in conjunction with the Councils Commercial team. 

3.0 Main Report 
 

3.1 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
3.3 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
3.6 
 
 

Key Issues 
 
If agreed, the event organiser will be required in advance of the event to submit an event 
management plan for approval by the Council and all relevant statutory bodies. This will 
include an assessment of how the event will impact upon the surrounding area and 
measures to mitigate these impacts. 
 
Row on Row Remembrance 2025 – Pitt Park 
 
Belfast City Council has received a formal request from the Pitt Park Residents Association 
to host a weeklong remembrance event at Dr Pitt Memorial Park. The purpose of the event 
is to provide an opportunity for local residents to honour and commemorate those who have 
lost their lives in defence of the nation. 
 
The event will take place over several days. 
 
As part of the proposal, the association seeks permission for residents to place personal 
tributes such as poppy crosses or wreaths in memory of fallen relatives throughout the 
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3.7 
 
3.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.11 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
3.15 
 
 
 
 
3.16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

duration of the week. Additionally, they have requested authorisation to conduct a daily 
remembrance service at the site, scheduled to take place from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
The event organiser has confirmed that all displays and materials associated with the 
commemoration will be respectfully removed from the site upon conclusion of the event. 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set Up – 12.00pm on Monday 3 November 2025 
Main Event – 24/7 commencing on Monday 3 November 2025 & ending on Tuesday 11 
November 2025. 
 
Remembrance service – Daily, 7.00pm – 8.00pm, Monday 3 November 2025 to Tuesday 11 
November 2025 
 
De Rig – 12.00pm on Wednesday 12 November 2025 
 
 
Sound of Belfast & The Factory Sessions -Tropical Ravine 
 
 
Belfast City Council has received a request from Factory 61 to host their Sound of Belfast & 
The Factory Sessions in Botanic Gardens Tropical Ravine on Thursday 6 November 2025. 
Factory 61 was originally set up in collaboration with South Regional college to create a 
pathway for students into the music industry. Their mission is to incubate upcoming talent in 
the local area by offering professional music and audio services while helping artists create a 
career in music. 
 
The event will take place outside normal park and Tropical Ravine opening hours and there 
will be associated resource implications. 
 
The event is a music gig for local up and coming artists and is designed to be a unique 
experience for those in attendance as it is designed to an intimate experience for a 
maximum of 120 people. There will be a charge of between £10-15 per ticket for those who 
wish to attend the event. This event took place last year at the Tropical Ravine with no 
issues arising. 
 
Members should also be aware that the normal park closing time for November is 5pm 
therefore this event will take place after hours when the park is closed to the public and the 
park will need to be opened for those who are attending the event only. 
 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set Up – Thursday 6 November 2025, 12.00pm to 5.00pm 
Event – Thursday 6 November 2025, 6.00pm to 9.00pm 
De-Rig – Thursday 6 November, 10.00pm 
 
 
5KM Run – Autism NI – Ormeau Park 
 
Belfast City Council has received a request from Autism NI to host a charity 5km run in 
Ormeau Park. The purpose of the event is to raise funds in support of Autism NI, a 
registered charity and the leading organisation in Northern Ireland dedicated to autism 
advocacy and support. The charity is registered under number XR22944, and it has been 
confirmed that 100% of the proceeds raised will be donated directly to the charity. 
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3.17 
 
 
 
 
3.18 
 
 
 
 
 
3.19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.20 
 
3.21 
 
 
 
 
 
3.22 
 
3.23 
 
 
 
3.24 
 
 
 
 
3.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.26 
 
3.27 
 
 
 
 
3.28 
 
3.29 
 
 

The event organiser has requested permission to conduct on-site fundraising activities 
during the event, including bucket collections, with all donations to be submitted on the day.  
The run will follow a clearly marked 5km route within the park, and volunteer stewards will be 
stationed along the course to guide and assist participants. 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set Up – 9.00am, Sunday 18 January 2026 
Main Event – 11.00am to 12.30pm on Sunday 18 January 2025 
De Rig – 1.00pm on Sunday 18 January 2025 
 
Darkness into Light – Ormeau Park  
 
Belfast City Council has received a request from PIPS Suicide Prevention for use of Ormeau 
Park for the organisation’s annual "Darkness into Light" walk. This event is a pre-dawn 5-
kilometre walk around the designated track within the park, hosted to bring the community in 
support and connection offering hope to individuals and families affected by suicide. 
 
The event will take place outside normal park opening hours. 
 
The walk, which takes place each year, is an opportunity for participants to unite in solidarity 
and raise awareness around mental health and suicide prevention. PIPS Suicide Prevention 
is a locally based charity providing vital support services, including counselling and crisis 
intervention, to individuals impacted by mental ill-health, suicide, and self-harm. 
 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set-up – Friday 8 May 2025 – 9.00am 
Main Event – Saturday 9 May 2025, 4.00am to 9.00am 
De-Rig – Saturday 9 May – 11.00am 
 
The event is due to take place out of hours and will use the main paths around the park for 
the 5km walk. No money will be collected on site as registration is completed online prior to 
the event. It is anticipated that there will be between 500 and 1000 people attending. 
 
 
Darkness into Light – Waterworks Park 
 
Belfast City Council has received a request from PIPS Suicide Prevention for use of 
Waterworks Park for the organisation’s annual "Darkness into Light" walk. This event is a 
pre-dawn 5-kilometre walk around the designated track within the park, hosted to bring the 
community in support and connection offering hope to individuals and families affected by 
suicide. 
 
The event will take place outside normal park opening hours. 
 
The walk, which takes place each year, is an opportunity for participants to unite in solidarity 
and raise awareness around mental health and suicide prevention. PIPS Suicide Prevention 
is a locally based charity providing vital support services, including counselling and crisis 
intervention, to individuals impacted by mental ill-health, suicide, and self-harm. 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set-up – Friday 8 May 2025, 9.00am 
Main Event – Saturday 9 May 2025 – 4.00am to 9.00am 
De-Rig – Saturday 9 May – 11.00am 
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3.30 
 
 
 
 
3.31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.32 
 
 
3.33 
 
 
 
 
3.34 
 
3.35 
 
 
 
3.36 
 
 
3.37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.38 
 
 
 
 
3.39 
 
 
 
 
3.40 
 
3.41 
 
 
 
 

 
The event is due to take place out of hours and will use the main paths around the park for 
the 5km walk. No money will be collected on site as registration is completed online prior to 
the event. It is anticipated that there will be between 500 and 1000 people attending 
 
 
Wellfest – Ormeau Park 
Council has received a request from Wellfest to bring their Wellness event to Ormeau Park 
12th and 13th September 2026. Wellfest is an alcohol-free festival that is designed to inspire 
those who attend to better their own health and wellbeing. The event brings together leading 
names in health, fitness and wellness to deliver live workouts, educational talks and create 
memories that will inspire those who attend for the long term. The event is a two-day event 
will open at 9am and close at 6.30pm. The event will have five different designated areas 
within the event space. 
 
There will be a charge for those who are attending the event with the price of tickets being 
set at the following: 
 
Weekend early bird - £68 
Saturday/Sunday early bird - £47 
Weekend final release - £75 
Saturday/Sunday final release - £58 
 
The Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set Up -Tuesday 8th – Friday 11th September 2026  
Main Event – Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th September 2026 - 9.30am to 6pm 
De-Rig – Monday 14th - Tuesday 16th September 2026 
 
VC Glendale – Falling Leaves Irish National League Race – Falls Park –  
Saturday 11th October – Sunday 12th October 2025 
 
Belfast City Council has received a request from VC Glendale to host their annual Irish 
National League Cycling Race at Falls Park in October 2025. The Falling Leaves event has 
taken place at Falls Park for the last 9 years and has been supported by BCC during its time 
at the park. Due to the nature of the event, areas of the park will be required to be closed off 
to members of the public to allow the race to proceed safely and to ensure that no park 
users or participants are injured. There are expected to be around 500 people in attendance 
with participants and spectators attending from across the UK & Ireland. 
 
The areas of the site the organisers plan to use are the grassed area beside the playground 
leading to the woodland area beside the cemetery; followed by the pathed area along the 
side of the Falls Road and across the bridge leading to the pitches. Participants will then 
cycle around the entirety of the parks pitched area. 
 
The event organiser VC Glendale are a voluntary cycling club who are established as a 
cross community cycling club with members taking part in races across the UK & Ireland. 
The club have worked closely with Belfast City Council over the years to run this event with 
no issues occurring during this time. 
 
Key Dates for the event are: 
 
Set Up – Saturday 11th October 11.00am 
Main Event Day 1 – Saturday 11th October – 12noon to 3.00pm 
Main Event Day 2 – Sunday 12th October - 8am to 4.30pm 
De-Rig – Saturday 12th October 6.00pm 
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3.42 
 
 
3.43 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.44 
 
 
 
3.45 
 
 
 
3.46 
 
3.47 
 
 
 
 
4.0 

CIYMS Boxing Day Fun Run – Orange Grove Athletics Club – Belmont Park – Friday 
26 December 2025  
 
Belfast City Council have received a request from Orange Grove Athletics Club to host their 
annual boxing day fun run at Belmont Park on Friday 26 December 2025. The fun run has 
been running for 40 years and this is the third year it will be hosted by Orange Grove 
Athletics club. Participants are encouraged to come in fancy dress with prizes being 
awarded to the best entrants. The number of entrants will be capped at 250 to safely 
accommodate all runners 
 
The event is aimed at raising money for Northern Ireland Hospice with the entrance fee 
being £10 per person. The entrance fee will be used to cover the costs for hosting the event 
and first aid with all remaining funds being donated to the NI Hospice. 
 
The event organiser has requested permission to collect money on site during the event. 
Belfast City Council are in receipt of a letter from NI Hospice authorising Orange Grove to 
fundraise on their behalf. NI Hospice charity number: NIC102337 
 
Key Dates for the event are. 
 
Set Up – Friday 26 December 2025 – 9am 
Event – Friday 26 December 2025 – 12pm to 2pm 
De-rig – Friday 26 December 2025 – 2pm 
 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 
 
Sound of Belfast & The Factory Sessions -Tropical Ravine. 
 
Members of staff will be required to staff the Tropical Ravine during the Sound of Belfast & 
The Factory Sessions and to secure the park and building when the event has ended. All 
staff costs will be recovered from the event organiser. 
 
The park wardens will be required to work additional hours to facilitate the closure of the 
Waterworks and Ormeau Park following the darkness into light events.   
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 
There are no known implications. 

 Appendices 
 

 None  
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
 
AGENDA ITEM : PROPOSAL TO RE-SURVEY STREETS 
FOR DUAL LANGUAGE STREET SIGNS AND SURVEY 
RESPONSE TIMES  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Subject: 

 

Dual Language Steet Signs Applications - Proposal to Re-
Survey 20 Streets Impacted by a Postal Issue and Survey 
Response Time Extension.  

 

Date: 9th September 2025 
 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning and Building Control 
 

Contact Officer: 
Ian Harper, Building Control Manager, ext. 2430 
Alan Mayrs Principal Building Control Surveyor, ext. 2428 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     
 

Call-in     

 

 

 

 

 

 

x 
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Agenda Item 6d



 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To consider a proposal to re-survey 20 streets being processed under the dual language 
street signs policy which were affected by postal issues and to consider an extension to 
survey response times which may be impacted by delivery schedule changes.  
 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 The Committee is asked to agree to: - 
 

 The re-survey of 20 streets where residents’ returns have been impacted by a postal 
service issue. 
 

 To extend the survey response times to 21 days from the current 14 days for all 
applications going forward to reduce impact of delivery schedule changes for second 
class post (Initially one month on policy implementation)  

 
                        

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

3.1 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 

Key Issues 
 
 
Re-survey of 20 Streets 
 
The Director of Planning and Building Control provided an update to members at the People 
and Communities Committee on 5th August regarding an issue which affected the return of 
dual language street sign surveys using prepaid envelopes.  
 
An account suspension applied to BCC Royal Mail account between 15th April 2025 and 17th 
July 2025 has impacted a number of survey returns being processed and delivered to BCC 
by Royal Mail. It is unclear and we have been unable to ascertain to date when this 
suspension resulted in letters being held by Royal Mail. During our account suspension the 
Royal Mail Delivery Centre held 375 surveys. In addition, a number of surveys had been 
internally transferred to their National Returns Centre for return to sender (residents). 
 
Whilst we have received all the survey returns held by the Royal Mail Delivery Centre and 
are continuing to receive surveys from the National Returns Centre we are unable to obtain 
accurate numbers for the surveys which were sent back to residents. A small number of 
residents have contacted BCC directly to advise they had received their survey back. This 
involved the surveys of Rosetta Avenue, Skegoneill Avenue and Victoria Road.   
 
Officers have been closely monitoring the returns and have been able to identify 20 Streets 
which have been impacted by this issue. Given the unknown number of surveys that have 
been returned to residents and the inability to obtain accurate figures from Royal Mail, officers 
consider the only option to ensure fully accurate survey results would be to carry out a re-
survey of these streets. This re-survey has been extended to any streets where we consider 
there is the potential for results to have been affected by residents returns. This analysis took 
into consideration streets we have received held mail from the Delivery Centre and National 
Returns Centre, and those streets where surveys were returned to the residents. 
 
The list of these streets and the number of surveys involved in the re-survey are listed in 
Table 1 below which will follow the same process as the original survey. Return will be by 
prepaid envelope for all surveys in line with existing processes.  

x 
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3.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.8 

 

 

 

3.9 

 

 

 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Table 1 - List of Streets to be Re-Surveyed  
 

Street 
No of Surveys to be Re- 

Issued 

Lagmore Downs 152 

Upper Dunmurry Lane  173 

Rosetta Avenue 87 

Wellesley Avenue 122 

Skegoneill Avenue 242 

Victoria Road 173 

Burmah Street 70 

Delhi Street 123 

Lismain Street 53 

Sunningdale Gardens 145 

Donegall Park Avenue 205 

Mill Valley Gardens 22 

Alexandra Gardens 47 

Appleton Park 130 

Oldpark Road 757 

Woodland Avenue 34 

Lagmore View Crescent 45 

Cliftondene Gardens 93 

Colinvale 244 

Bearnagh Drive 187 

Total Number of 
surveys  3104 

 
 
As part of the re-survey, correspondence will be included providing an explanation to 
residents of the reason for the re-survey and that any existing returns from the original survey 
expressing a preference in respect to the proposal will not be counted.  
 
Review with Royal Mail 
 
Officers have used the information available at present in the proposal above.  The account 
has now been confirmed as operational, and a review is ongoing internally within BCC. To 
facilitate this, we are working to establish a senior contact within Royal Mail to discuss this 
matter to ensure that this issue cannot happen in the future, it is proposed that a further 
update report will be brought once this review is complete. 
 
Survey Response Times 
 
Royal Mail second class postal services have changed their delivery schedules which 
include discontinuing Saturday deliveries and implementing a weekday rotation 
schedule. These changes took effect on July 28, 2025. 

The breakdown of these changes is as follows: 

 

 Second-class letters will no longer be delivered on Saturdays.  
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3.11 
 
 
 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.13 
 
 
 
3.14 
 
 
 
 
3.15 

 Second-class mail will be delivered on a two-week rotating schedule: Week 1: 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday; Week 2: Tuesday, Thursday.  

 
The revised dual language street signs policy indicates that replies should be received with 
one month. At a meeting of the Strategic Policy and Resources Committee on 24th March 
2023 it was agreed to reduce the response times for surveys to 14 days.  However, given the 
reduced delivery schedules 14 days may now not be sufficient to allow all residents to have 
their preferences lodged within time.  
 
Members are asked to consider the proposal to increase this time period to 21 days for all 
surveys moving forward, which officers believe will have minimal impact on the processing 
of applications and should not create any delays.  
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

 
The cost for the re-survey of the 20 streets will be covered by existing budgets. Dedicated 
existing staff working on the current process will process the new surveys.  
 
 
There are no costs or resource implications associated with increasing the survey response 
times to 21 days.  
 
Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

 
None  
 

4.0 Appendices  
 

  
None  
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
 
AGENDA ITEM : PROPOSALS FOR DUAL LANGUAGE 
STREET SIGNS 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Subject: 
 

Proposals for dual language street signs 
 

Date: 9th September 2025 
 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning and Building Control 
 

Contact Officer: 
Ian Harper, Building Control Manager, ext. 2430 
Heather Wylie, Property and Legal Coordinator, ext. 2464 

 

Restricted Reports     

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

     
 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

 

 

x  

x 
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Agenda Item 6e



1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To consider applications for the erection of dual language street signs for seven  
existing streets within the city. 
 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 The Committee is asked to agree to the erection of a second street nameplate in Irish at 
Brooke Crescent, Juniper Park, Elimgrove Street, Deerpark Mews, Joy Street, Castle Street 
& Chapel Lane                           

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

3.1 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

3.6 

 

Key Issues 
The Council may erect a second street nameplate in a language other than English pursuant 
to Article 11 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (NI) Order 1995. 
 
Members are asked to consider the following applications to erect dual language street 
nameplates showing the name of the street expressed in a language other than English. The 
second language is Irish.  
 
 

English Name Non- English 
Name 

Location Persons 
surveyed 

Brooke Crescent 
 
 

Corrán an tSrutháin Off Brooke Drive, 
BT11 
 

125 

Juniper Park Páirc an Aitil Off Gardenmore 
Road, BT17 

132 

Elimgrove Street Sráid Gharrán Éilím Off Oldpark Road, 
BT14 
 

84 

Deerpark Mews Eachlann Pháirc na 
bhFia 

Off Deerpark Road, 
BT14 
 

32 

Joy Street Sráid Sheoigh Off May Street, BT2 
 

44 

Castle Street Sraid an Chaisleáin Off King Street, BT1 
 

62 

Chapel Lane Lána an tSéipéil Off Castle Street, 
BT1 

8 

 
        
The translations were authenticated by Queens University, the approved translator for Belfast 
City Council. 
 
 
 
In accordance with the Council’s policy for the erection of dual language street signs, surveys 
of all persons appearing on the electoral register plus owners or tenants in actual possession 
of commercial premises for the above streets were carried out and the following responses 
were received. 
 
Brooke Crescent, BT11 
 

 62 occupiers (49.6%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 

 1 occupier (0.8%) was not in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 

Page 106



 

 

 

3.7 

 

 

 

3.8 

 

 

 

3.9 

 

 

 

3.10 

 

 

 

3.11 

 

 

 

 

3.12 

 

 

 

3.13 

 

 

 

 

 

3.14 

 

 

 

 2 occupiers (1.6%) had no preference either way. 
 

 
 
Juniper Park, BT17 
 

 23 occupiers (17.42%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 
 

 
 
Elimgrove Street, BT14 
 

 13 occupiers (15.47%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate.  
 

 
 
Deerpark Mews, BT14 
 

 17 occupiers (53.12%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 
 
 
 
Joy Street, BT2 
 

 14 occupiers (31.81%) were in favour of the erection of a second name plate 
 
 
 
Castle Street, BT1 
 

 13 occupiers (20.96%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 

 1 occupiers (1.61%) were not in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 

 1 occupier (1.61%) had no preference either way. 
 

 
 
Chapel Lane, BT1 
 

 2 occupiers (25%) were in favour of the erection of a second street name plate. 
 
 

 
Officers have reviewed these applications in light of the Royal Mail postage issue and based 
upon the evidence available, including the absence of any returns from Royal Mail or from 
residents in the streets, have confirmed that none have been affected by the postage issue.  
 
 
 
Assessment against policy 
 
The Council’s policy on the erection of a second language street nameplate requires that at 
least fifteen percent (15%) of the occupiers surveyed must be in favour of the proposal to 
erect a second street sign in a language other than English, to progress to Committee for 
consideration.  
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3.15 

 

3.16 

 

3.17 

 

3.18 

 

 

 

 

3.19 

 

3.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.21 

 

 

 

 

3.22 

 

 

3.23 

 

 

3.24 

 

 

All the surveys listed above demonstrate compliance with the threshold contained within the 
Policy.  
 
As part of the new policy, the Council have agreed that applications for dual language street 
signage in the city centre will be subject to wider public consultation. 
 
Joy Street, Castle Street and Chapel Lane are located within the city centre boundary agreed 
by SP&R Committee on 17th February 2023 and ratified by Council on 1st March 2023.   
 
In accordance with the agreed procedures and following surveys for each street, Belfast City 
Council sought the views from the community of users including those who live, work, study or 
visit the city on the proposal to erect dual language street signs in Joy Street, Castle Street 
and Chapel Lane.  In line with the Council decision of 1st March 2023, adverts were placed in 
the Belfast Telegraph, Irish News and Newsletter.  Submissions could be made from 9th May 
2025 to 6th June 2025.  The following two responses were received during the consultation 
period: 
 
One respondent felt the implementation of Irish language street signs in Joy Street, Castle 
Street and Chapel Lane would cause tension and division for all that use them.  
 
The second respondent in relation to Castle Street and Joy Street suggested formal 
consideration be given to the name plates in trilingual format in English, Ulster Scots and Irish 
and provided historical and good relations representations in relation to this proposal. They 
had no objection to the proposal in Chapel Lane for dual language signs with the second 
language in Irish.  
 

 

Financial and Resource Implications 

 
There is a cost of approximately £2760 to cover the cost of the manufacturing and erection of 
the dual language street signs. The cost for these street signs has been allowed for in the 
current budget.  
 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

 
Each application for a dual language street sign is subject to an initial assessment and an 
elected member notification process to identify any potential adverse impacts on equality, 
good relations and rural needs.  
 
The initial assessments and elected member notification carried out for the applications at 
Brooke Crescent, Juniper Park, Elimgrove Street, Deerpark Mews, Joy Street, Castle Street & 
Chapel Lane did not identify any potential adverse impacts to prevent the surveys being 
carried.   
 
Applications within the agreed city centre boundary for Joy Street, Castle Street and Chapel 
Lane were subjected to a wider public consultation and two comments were received, details 
of which are included at 3.18 and 3.19. 
 
 

4.0 Appendices  
 

  
None  
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PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES 
 
PROPOSAL FOR NAMING TWO NEW STREETS  

 
 

 

Subject: 
Proposal for naming two new streets  
 

 

Date: 9th September 2025 
 

Reporting Officer: Kate Bentley, Director of Planning and Building Control 
 

Contact Officer: 
Ian Harper, Building Control Manager, ext. 2430 
Heather Wylie, Property and Legal Coordinator, ext. 2464 

 

Restricted Reports 
 
 

    

Is this report restricted? Yes  No  

Please indicate the description, as listed in Schedule 6, of the exempt information by virtue of 
which the council has deemed this report restricted. 

 

Insert number  

 

1. Information relating to any individual, 

2. Information likely to reveal the identity of an individual, 

3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
council holding that information) 

4. Information in connection with any labour relations matter 

5. Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained, 

6. Information showing that the council proposes to (a) to give a notice imposing restrictions on a 
person; or (b) to make an order or direction, 

7. Information on any action in relation to the prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime. 

 

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                                    

After Committee Decision     

After Council Decision     

Sometime in the future     

Never     

  
 
 

  

 

Call-in     

 
Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                  
 

Yes  No  

 

 

 

 

 

 

x  

x 
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Agenda Item 6f



1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues 
 

1.1 To consider the application for the naming of two new streets in the city. 

 

2.0 Recommendation 
 

2.1 Based on the information presented, the Committee is required to make a recommendation in 
respect of the application for naming two new streets in the city. 
The Committee may either: 

 

 Grant the applications, or 

 Refuse the applications and request that the applicant submits other names for 
consideration. 

 

3.0 
 

Main Report 
 

 

3.1 

 

 

3.2 

 

 

 

 

3.3 

 

 

 

3.4 

 

 

3.5 

 

 

 

 

3.6 

 

 

 

 

Key Issues 
The power for the Council to name streets is contained in Article 11 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) (NI) Order 1995. 
 
New streets 
 
Members are asked to consider the following application for naming 2 new streets in the city. 
The application particulars are in order and the Royal Mail has no objections to the proposed 
names. The proposed new names are not contained in the Council’s Streets Register and do 
not duplicate any existing approved street names in the city. 
 
 

Proposed Name               Location   Applicant 

Rileys Place Off Raphael Street, BT7 Todd Architects Limited 

Keegan Street Off Stewart Street, BT7 Todd Architects Limited 

 
 
Todd Architects Limited are developing lands at the gasworks northern fringe site (off Raphael 
Street and Stewart Street) for residential use.  
The development includes two new streets containing 94 domestic properties.  
 
The developer has proposed Rileys Place as their first choice for the new street located at 
Raphael Street, Site A (44 residential properties). Rileys Place represents an historical former 
street from the exact location of the site.  The street appears to have been named after Mr 
James Riley, a local prominent Veterinary Surgeon and building owner.  The second name 
choice for the new street is Rileys Court, continuing the association with the historical former 
street.  The third name choice for the new street is Bond Street, which represents an historical 
former street name which was in very close proximity to the site. 
 
For the second new street, the developer has proposed Keegan Street as their first name 
choice for the street located at Stewart Street, Site D (50 residential properties). Keegan Street 
represents an historical former street which was in very close proximity to the site.  The street 
appears to have been named after Mr James Keegan, J.P.  He was a respected merchant and 
prominent citizen of Belfast.  He was also a magistrate for the borough of Belfast.  He invested 
in local property and the street where he owned property was name after him. The second 
name choice for the new street is Bond Street, which represents an historical former street 
name which was in very close proximity to the site. 
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3.7 

 

 

3.8 

 

 

 
Financial and Resource Implications 

There are no Financial, Human Resources, Assets and other implications in this report. 

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

There are no direct Equality implications. 

5.0 Appendices  
 

  
None  
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